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Date/Time Activity Speaker Proposed Topic Host Facilitators

Sunday, 23rd July 2023 Arrival of Participants and 
Facilitators

IIAS Secretariat

Monday 24th July 2023
9.00 AM – 9.05 AM WAT Welcome Address 
9.05 AM – 10.05 AM Workshop I: Skills and Practice

Tips on Writing Grant Proposal I
Host Facilitator
Prof. Afe Adogame

10.05 AM - 11.40 AM Panel I: 
IIAS Small Grant Presentations

Panelists:
Felicity Apaah (PhD)
Tolulope Osayomi (PhD)
Ruth Amwe
Ibukunolu Isaac Olodude
Adebiyi Oluwashina

Host Facilitator
Prof. Afe Adogame

11.40 AM – 11.55 AM TEA BREAK

ALL GUESTS TO BE SEATED BEFORE 11.55 AM
12.00 PM – 12.15 PM Introduction of the Chief Host and 

Distinguished Personalities 
Host Facilitator:
Prof. Tayo Adesina 
Prof. David 
Ogungbile

12.15 PM – 12.30 PM Welcome Address Prof. Simeon Adebayo 
Bamire
Vice-Chancellor, 
Obafemi Awolowo University, 
Ile-Ife, Nigeria

12.30 PM – 12.45 PM Convener’s Remarks Prof. Jacob Olupona
12.45 PM – 1.30 PM Keynote Address Professor Kamari Clarke
1.30 PM – 2.00 PM Q & A Session
2.00 PM – 2.05 PM Vote of Thanks Prof. Taiwo Soneye
2.05 PM – 2.45 PM Photo Session/Interview
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2.45 PM - 3.10 PM Meet the Fellows: 
Introduction of Mentors, 
Presenters, Facilitators and 
Fellows

3.10 PM – 4.30 PM LUNCH
4.30 PM – 5.30 PM Workshop II: Skills and Practice

Tips on Writing Grant Proposals II
Host Facilitator:
Professor Afe 
Adogame

Tuesday 25th July, 2023
9.00 AM – 10.00 AM 

Workshop III: Elevator Pitches 
and Self-pitch
Telling a Good Story: Innovative 
Pitching of the African storyline

Host Facilitator:
Dr. Kabira Nkatha

10.00 am - 11.15 am Open Forum I:
Researching in a Challenging 
Environment

Professor Jacob Olupona
Professor Sheriff Folarin

Host Facilitator: 
Dr. Enoch 
Gbadegesin

11.15 am - 12.45 pm Workshop IV: Skills and Practice
Fellows Collaborative Project

Host Facilitators:
Dr. Omotayo Owoeye
Tosin Elufowoju
Oladimeji Ogunoye

12.45pm - 1.45 pm LUNCH
1.45 pm - 3.00 pm Plenary Session I:

Africa as Sacred Symbol in the 
African Diaspora 

Prof. Tracey Hucks Host Facilitator:
Prof. David 
Ogungbile

3.00 pm - 4.15 pm Plenary Session II:
Transnational and African 
Feminisms

Speaker:
Prof. Maha Marouan

Host Facilitator:
Dr. Olubunmi 
Ashaolu

4.15 pm – 4.30 pm BREAK
4.30 pm – 5.30pm Workshop V: Skills and Practice

Tips on Coordinating a 
Collaborative Grant

Host Facilitators:
Prof. Akanni 
Akinyemi

Date/Time Activity Speaker Proposed Topic Host Facilitators
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Wednesday 26th July, 
2023 
9.00 AM – 10.30 AM

Plenary Session III: 
Creating and Sustaining an African 
Research Agenda

Prof. Tunde Lawuyi Host Facilitator:
Prof Charles Ukeje

10.30 AM - 11.30 AM Open Forum II:
Tracking Your Research Itinerary: 
Practice and Reflections

Host Facilitator 
Dr. Tunde Decker 

11.30 AM – 12.45 PM Conversation Panel I: Creating 
African Epistemologies: 
Epistemic Justice and Indigenous 
Knowledge

Prof. Oliver Mweemba
Prof. Olatunji Oyeshile
Prof. Olufemi Taiwo

Host Facilitator
Prof. Melissa Wood 
Bartholomew 

12.45 PM – 1.45 PM LUNCH
1.45 PM - 3.00 PM Plenary Session IV: 

Ontologies and Epistemologies to 
Underwrite Youth Empowerment

Professor Ayotunde Bewaji Host Facilitator
Prof. Ayodeji 
Ogunnaike

3.00 PM – 4.00 PM Breakout Session I: 
Mentor Meets Mentee 

All Participants All Participants

4.00 PM - 4.15 PM BREAK
4.15 PM – 5.30 PM Workshop VI: Skills and Practice

The New Tools of the Trade: Skills 
for Nextgen Scholars

 Host Facilitator
Prof. Akanni 
Akinyemi

Thursday 27th July, 
2023
9.00 AM – 10.15 AM

Plenary Session V: Humanistic 
Studies, Theory and Practice
Africa and the Legacies of Slavery: 
The Impact of Socioeconomic and 
Psychospiritual Conditions of 
Descendants of Enslaved Africans 
in America on the Development of 
Africa

 

Prof. Melissa Wood 
Bartholomew

Host Facilitator
Dr. Oyeyemi Babalola

Date/Time Activity Speaker Proposed Topic Host Facilitators
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Date/Time Activity Speaker Proposed Topic Host Facilitators

10.15 AM – 11.45 AM Lecture I:
2nd Babatunde Ogunnaike Annual 
STEM Lecture 

Professor Matthew Adigun Host Facilitator 
Prof. Ayodeji 
Oluwatope

Speaker: 
Dr. Ngozi Enelamah

Respondents:
Prof. Eme Owoaje
Prof. Morenike Ukpong

Host Facilitator 
Dr. Catherine 
Oyetunji-Alemede

1.00pm - 1.45 pm LUNCH
1.45 pm – 3.15 pm Conversation Panel II: The 

Persecution and Vindication of 
African Heritage Religions in the 
Diaspora

Prof. Dianne Stewart
Prof. Tracey Hucks

Host Facilitator 
Prof. Ayodeji 
Ogunnaike 

3.15 pm – 4.30pm Panel II:
Career Development and Self-
Assessment: Rediscovering Self 
and Advancing Career

Prof. Morenike Ukpong
Prof. Akanni Akinyemi
Dr. Lukman Olasunkanmi

Host Facilitator
Dr. Felicity Apaah

4.30 pm – 5.30 pm Workshop VII: Skills and Practice
IIAS Pitch-a-thon: Presentation of 
Fellows’ Collaborative Project

Fellows pitch their Group 
projects

Host Facilitator
Prof. Akanni 
Akinyemi

Friday 28th July, 2023
9 am - 10.00am

Workshop VIII: Skills and Practice
History and Archival Writing: 
Writing Biographies and 
Recording Meetings

Host Facilitator
Prof. Tayo Adesina 

10.00 am - 11.15am Panel III
Ethnographic Field Research & 
Methodology

Prof. Afe Adogame 
Prof. Oliver Mweemba

Host Facilitator
Prof. Tayo Adesina
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11.15 am - 1.00 pm Conversation Panel III: 
Gender and Race Dynamics in 
African Migration

Prof. Maha Marouan
Prof. Dianne Stewart
Prof. Tunde Lawuyi

Host Facilitator 
Prof. Tracey Hucks 

Host Facilitator:
Prof. Oliver 
Mweemba

4.15 pm – 4.30 pm BREAK
4.30 PM – 6.00 pm Workshop IX: Skills and Practice

a. Academic Writing I
b. Funding Academic Research

Host Facilitators
Prof. Afe Adogame

Sunday 30th July, 2023 REST DAY

Monday 31st July, 2023
9.00 AM – 10.00 AM

Breakout Session II: 
All Participants 

Reflections on Week One

10.00 AM – 11.30 AM Plenary Session VI:
Widening the Circle of Innovation 
in Higher Education. 

Professor Francis Egbokhare 
Host Facilitator
Dr. Tayo Owoeye

11.30 AM – 12.45 PM Open Forum III:
Teaching and Researching 
Internationally: Creative and 
Innovative Teaching Styles 

Prof. Femi Vaughan,
Prof. Francis Egbokhare
Prof. Jacob Olupona

Host Facilitator
Prof. Morenike 
Ukpong

12.45 PM – 1.45 PM LUNCH
1.45 AM - 3.00 PM Plenary Session VII: 

The Art of Critical Thinking and 
Creativity

Prof. Simeon Ilesanmi
Host Facilitator
Dr. Tunde Decker

IIAS SUMMER INSTITUTE 2023
Date/Time Activity Speaker Proposed Topic Host Facilitators
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1.00pm - 1.45 pm
LUNCH1.45 pm - 3.00 pm Panel IV:        Panelists: 

Publishing for Transformative Impact    Prof. Margaret Lombe
                                 Prof. Eme Owoaje

Saturday 29th July, 2023 EXCURSION: Visit to sites in Ile Ife/ Osogbo
(IIAS Osu Site, Ooni of Ife’s Palace, Ife Grand Resort )



Date/Time Activity Speaker Proposed Topic Host Facilitators

3.00 PM – 4.15 PM Panel V: 
Generating Theoretical Ideas from 
African Experiences

Speaker
Dr. Akin Adesokan
Discussant:
Dr. Tunde Decker
Prof. Gbemisola Adeoti

Host Facilitator
Prof. Tayo Adesina

4.15 PM – 4.30 PM BREAK

4.30pm - 5.30pm Workshop X: Manuscript Writing 
Crafting Innovative Manuscript 
Titles and Introductions 

Host Facilitators
Prof. Morenike 
Ukpong
Prof. David 
Ogungbile

Tuesday 1st August 2023
9.00 AM – 10.15 AM

Plenary Session VIII: 
Personal documents as Archival 
Materials

Prof. Femi Vaughan
Host Facilitator 
Dr. Tunde Decker

Prof. Joseph Duke Eyo Host Facilitator
Dr. Tayo Owoeye

11.45 am - 12.45 pm Workshop XI: Manuscript Writing
Titling Academic Writing: The 
Tussle between Creativity and 
Craftiness

Prof. Taiwo Soneye Host Facilitator 
Dr. Morufu Omigbule

12.45pm - 1.45 pm LUNCH
1.45 pm - 3.00 pm Conversation Panel IV:

Questions about Fact, Fiction, and 
Literature

Prof. Moradewun Adejunmobi
Prof. Oyeniyi Okunoye

Host Facilitator 
Dr. Olubunmi 
Ashaolu
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3.00 pm - 4.15 pm Panel VI: 
Networking & Mentoring: 
Sustainable Scholarship through 
Mentoring and Networking

Prof. Charles Ukeje
Prof. Jacob Olupona
Prof. Funmi Bickersteth
Prof. Simeon Ilesanmi

Host Facilitator 
Dr. Olufunmilayo 
Banjo

4.15 PM – 4.30 PM BREAK
4.30pm - 5.30pm Workshop XII: Manuscript Writing

Methodology and Method
Host Facilitator 
Prof. Morenike 
Ukpong
Prof. David 
Ogungbile

Wednesday 2nd August, 
2023
9 am - 10.00am

Panel VII: 
Publishing your Research: 
Articles, Books, Dissertation, and 
Exhibitions (Poster)

Prof. Gareth Doherty

Prof. Olatunji Adejumo

Host Facilitator
Dr. Itohan Idumwonyi 

10.00 am - 11.30am Plenary Discussion X: Media and 
Technology in the Classroom 
Workshop

Speaker:  Oliver Mweemba
Participatory and Creative 
Research with young people 
(photo voice and digital 
stories)

Speaker: Prof. Oyeronke 
Olademo
Digital Humanities: A 
Transformative Factor in the 
Academia

Host Facilitator 
Dr. Oluwabunmi 
Bernard

IIAS SUMMER INSTITUTE 2023
Date/Time Activity Speaker Proposed Topic Host Facilitators
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Speaker 
Dr. Simidele Dosekun

Respondent 
Dr. Sharon Omotoso

Host Facilitator 
Dr. Opeyemi 
Ekundayo

12.45 PM – 1.45 PM LUNCH
1.45 PM – 3.00 PM Plenary Session IX:

The Academic Community’s Role 
in Africa’s Progress

Dr. Oluwakemi Adesina

Prof. Adeleke Adeeko

Host Facilitator 
Dr. Tolulope Osayomi

3.00 PM – 4.15 PM Plenary Session X:
 Creativity towards Service in 
Global Africa

Professor Ayotunde Bewaji
Host Facilitator
Prof. Jacob Olupona

4.15 PM – 4.30 PM BREAK
4.30 PM – 5.30 PM Workshop XIII: Manuscript Writing

Presenting Findings and Results
Host Facilitators
Prof. Morenike 
Ukpong
Prof. David 
Ogungbile

Thursday 3rd August, 
2023
9.00 AM – 10.15 AM

Panel VIII:
Creating a Healthy Work-Life 
Balance

Prof. Francis Egbokhare
Dr. Oluwakemi Adesina, 
Prof. Taiwo Soneye
Prof. David Ogungbile

Host Facilitator
Dr. Adesanmi 
Akinsolure

10.15 AM – 11.45 AM Open Forum IV:
Path to Academic Leadership 
and Administration: Intellectual 
Humility and Virtues 

Prof. Jacob Olupona,
Prof. Funmi Bickersteth, 
Prof. Morenike Ukpong, 
Prof. Simeon Ilesanmi

Host Facilitator
Dr. Kamoru 
Salaudeen

11.45 AM – 12.45 PM Breakout Session III: 
Mentor Meets Mentee 

All Participants All Participants
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12.45 PM – 1.45 PM LUNCH
1.45 PM – 3.00 PM Panel IX:

Inclusive and Innovative Education
Prof. Ayotunde Bewaji
Prof. Kehinde Taiwo
Prof. Olatunji Adejumo

Host Facilitator
Dr. Lukman 
Olasunkanmi

3.00 PM – 4.30 PM Panel X:
“Academic ‘Fathers’/’Parents’, and 
‘Sons’/’Daughters’: Mentorship, 
Creating Opportunities and 
Building Legacy 

Prof. Simeon Ilesanmi
Prof. Jacob Olupona
Prof. Femi Vaughan
Prof. David Ogungbile
Prof. Afe Adogame
Dr. Opeyemi Ekundayo 
Dr. Nkatha Kabira
Dr. Sheila Otieno
Dr. Oluwabunmi Bernard 
Mr. Dimeji Ogunoye

Host Facilitator 
Dr. Tayo Owoeye

4.30 PM – 5.30 PM Workshop XIV: Manuscript Writing
Academic Writing II

Host Facilitators 
Prof. Morenike 
Ukpong
Prof. David 
Ogungbile

Friday 4th August, 2023
9.00 AM – 10.00 AM

Panel XI
Manuscript Writing: Publishing in 
High Impact Journals

Prof. Oyeniyi Okunoye
Prof. Charles Ukeje
Dr. Lukman Olasunkanmi

Host Facilitators
Prof. David 
Ogungbile

10.00 AM – 11.30 AM Open Forum V:
Africa/Nigeria and the World: 

Prof. Abiodun Alao, 
Prof. Femi Mimiko mni
Prof. Sheriff Folarin

Host Facilitator
Dr. Damilola 
Agbalajobi

Date/Time Activity Speaker Proposed Topic Host Facilitators

10



Date/Time Activity Speaker Proposed Topic Host Facilitators

11.30 AM – 12. 45 PM Conversation Panel V:
Advancing Academy in Africa: The 
Role of Scholars

Prof. Simeon Ilesanmi
Prof. Femi Mimiko mni
Prof. Charles Ukeje

Host Facilitator 
Dr. Matthew Olasupo

12.45 PM – 1.15 PM LUNCH

1.15 PM – 2.30 PM Panel XII: 
Past Fellows Forum

Speakers
Morufu Omigbule (PhD)
Grace Udoyen (PhD)
Inioluwa Johnson
Felicity Apaah (PhD)
Fred Nasubo (PhD)
Safiya Gatama Johnson

Host Facilitator
Dr. Tayo Owoeye

2.30 PM – 4.00 PM Open Forum VI: 
Reflections

Professors, Faculty 
Members, Mentors and 
Fellows

Host Facilitator
Professor Olupona

6.00 pm – 8.00pm DINNER Faculty Members, Mentors, 
Fellows and Invited Guests 

Host Facilitators
Prof. Ogungbile
Prof. Tayo Adesina 
Dr. Tayo Owoeye
Dr. Sheila Otieno
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TIME ZONE CONVERTER FOR VIRTUAL PARTICIPANTS OF IFE SUMMER INSTITUTE 2023
Ile-Ife, NIgeria West African Time is the base time (Eastern Daylight Time (EDT)

 is for participants from the US)

Nigeria (WAT) 09.00 AM 12.00 PM 03.00 PM

London, United Kingdom      09:00 AM  12:00 PM 03:00 PM

New York, USA               04:00 AM  07:00 AM 10.00 AM

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia      11:00 AM 02:00 PM 05:00 PM

Nairobi, Kenya             11:00 AM 02:00 PM 05:00 PM

Johannesburg, South Africa 10:00 AM 01.00 PM 04.00 PM

Tokyo, Japan               05.00 PM 08.00 PM 11.00 PM

Adelaide, Australia        05.30 PM 08.30 PM 11.30 PM

Kingston, Jamaica          03.00 AM 06.00 AM 09.00 AM

Cairo, Egypt               11:00 AM 02.00 PM 05.00 PM

Islamabad, Pakistan       01.00 PM 04.00 PM 07.00 PM

New Delhi, India 01.30 PM 04.30 PM 07.30 PM

Toronto, Canada 04.00 AM 07.00 AM 10.00 AM

https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html?iso=20230724T080000&p1=125
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Jacob Olupona is Professor of African Religious Traditions, and Professor of African and African American 
Studies at Harvard University, USA. Olupona is the Convener of the Ife Institute of Advanced Studies. He has 
authored and edited several books concerned with interpreting Nigerian and African religious traditions, 
including his book, City of 201 Gods: Ile-Ife in Time, Space and the Imagination (2011) which won the Harvard 
Cabot Fellowship Award. He was the 2019 recipient of the Martin E. Marty award for the Public Understanding 
of Religion. He was recently elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He can be reached at: 
olupona@fas.harvard.edu

Prof. Jacob Olupona (Convener)

Kamari Maxine Clarke is a Distinguished Professor at the University of Toronto. For more than twenty years, 
she has conducted research on issues related to legal institutions, human rights and international law, religious 
nationalism and the politics of race and globalization. She has spent her career exploring theoretical questions 
concerning culture and power and detailing the relationship between new social formations and contemporary 
problems.  One of her key academic contributions has been to demonstrate ethnographically the ways that legal 
and religious knowledge regimes produce practices that travel globally. In addition to her scholarly work, she 
has served as a technical advisor to the African Union (AU) legal counsel and produced policy reports to help 
the AU navigate various international law and United Nations challenges. Clarke has published nine books (3 
monographs and 6 edited volumes) with over 50 peer-refereed journal articles and book chapters.  She is the 
author of Affective Justice: The International Criminal Court and the Pan-Africanist Pushback (2019, Duke), 
Fictions of Justice (Cambridge, 2010), and Mapping Yorùbá Networks (Duke, 2004). Clarke is the recipient of 
the 2019 Royal Anthropological Institute’s Amaury Talbot Book Prize, as well as the 2019 finalist for the Elliot 
Skinner book award for her latest book, Affective Justice (Duke, 2019). She is also a recipient of a Distinguished 
Chair in Transnational Justice and Socio-legal Studies and a recipient of the 2021 Guggenheim Prize for career 
excellence. She can be reached at: kamari.clarke@utoronto.ca

Professor Kamari Clarke

IFE INSTITUTE
OF ADVANCED
STUDIES
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Morenike Ukpong is a professor of Peadiatric dentistry at Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife. 
She has published extensively on ethical considerations in the design and implementation of 
clinical trials during the Ebola emergency in West Africa. She also serves as the Deputy Director 
of the College of Health Sciences’ Partnership and Research Advancement Unit and Coordinates 
the Research and Innovation Support Unit. Recently, her work on adolescent sexual, reproductive 
health and rights, and gender justice led to changes in policy and programs for adolescents living 
with HIV in Nigeria. She was recently inducted into the Nigerian Academy of Science. You can 
reach her at: toyinukpong@yahoo.co.uk 

Prof. Morenike Ukpong (Coordinator, IIAS-Science Institute)

David O. Ògúngbilé is a Professor of Comparative Religion and African Religions at Obafemi 
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. His research engagement is deeply rooted in and drawn 
from ethnographic data and sources, which is on the various manifestations, expressions, and 
the dynamics of religions (Indigenous Religion, Islam and Christianity) in Africa. You can 
reach him at: dogungbile@gmail.com

Prof. David Ogungbile (Coordinator, IIAS)

Olutayo Adesina is a professor of History at the University of Ibadan, Nigeria. His scholarship on sub-
Saharan Africa has either singly or generally summoned intersections of local, national, regional, and 
global history. His publication includes: “Soccer Victory authorized by the gods: Prophecy, Popular 
Memory and the Peculiarities of Place”, In Afe Adogame, Nick Watson and Andrew Parker, Global 
Perspectives on Sports and Christianity, London: Routledge, 2018. Prof. Adesina is a Fellow of the 
Nigerian Academy of Letters (FNAL). You can contact him at: olutayo27@gmail.com

Prof. Olutayo Adesina (Coordinator, IIAS)
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Funmi Togonu-Bickersteth is a retired Professor of Psychology from Obafemi Awolowo University, 
Ile-Ife, Nigeria. She is the Pro-Chancellor Federal University, Birnin-Kebbi, Nigeria. She served as Pro-
Chancellor at Federal University, Gusau, Zamfara State, Nigeria, and Deputy Vice-Chancellor at Obafemi 
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria, in the past. Her academic interests include studies on aging and 
poverty, entrepreneurship development, policy development, and policy analysis. She can be reached at: 
funmibickersteth@yahoo.com

Prof. Emeritus Funmi Togonu-Bickersteth

Afe Adogame is the Maxwell M. Upson Professor of Religion and Society and chair of the History and 
Ecumenics Department, Princeton Theological Seminary, NJ, USA. He is also Professor Extraordinaire at 
the University of Stellenbosch, South Africa. His teaching and research interests focus on interrogating new 
dynamics of religious experiences and expressions in Africa and the African diaspora, with a particular 
focus on African Christianity and new indigenous religious movements; the interconnectedness between 
religion and migration, globalization, politics, economy, media and the civil society. He can be reached 
at: afe.adogame@ptsem.edu

Prof. Afe Adogame

Simeon Ilesanmi is the Washington M. Wingate Professor of Religion at Wake Forest. He is the author of 
Religious Pluralism and the Nigerian State (1997), and numerous articles and book chapters on African 
religion, ethics, war and politics. He is an Associate Editor of Journal of Religious Ethics and serves on 
the editorial boards of several other learned journals. His current and ongoing research interests focus 
on human rights, ethics of war, and religion, law, and politics in Africa. He was recently awarded the 
Distinguished Professor of Religious Studies at Wake Forest University. He can be reached at: ilesanmi@
wfu.edu

Prof. Simeon Ilesanmi
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Oluwafemi Mimiko is a Professor of Political Science at Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. 
He is a political science theorist, public policy analyst and has written, at different times, for newspapers 
located in and outside of Nigeria. Oluwafemi Mimiko is a major voice on African Policy Development, 
and Governmental Affairs. Prof. Mimiko is also the recipient of several international and prestigious 
grants and awards from renown bodies like the Ford Foundation, the Nigerian Government, Fulbright, 
the SSRC-MacArthur Foundation, and the Korean Foundation. He served as the fourth Vice Chancellor 
of Adekunle Ajasin University, Akungba-Akoko, Ondo State, Nigeria, a foremost State-owned University 
in Nigeria, from 2010 to 2015. He can be reached at: femi.mimiko@gmail.com 

Prof. Olufemi Mimiko mni

Prof Margaret Lombe is  the Director of the BRIDGE program in the School of Social Work at Boston 
University, USA. She specializes in international social development, with an emphasis on social inclusion/
exclusion and capacity building. Her repertoire includes research on poverty, methods for food security, 
livelihood and nutrition assessment along with evaluation of social programs and services. She has 
provided technical assistance and conducted evaluations for both governmental and Non-Governmental 
Organizations in local and international settings. She serves as an advisor to the United Nations (UNDESA 
&amp; UNHABITAT) and has led and participated in a number of Experts Group Meetings (EGM) on 
inclusion/exclusion. She can be reached at: lombe@bc.edu 

Prof Margaret Lombe

Professor Olatunde Bayo Lawuyi is Professor of Anthropology, University of Ibadan, Nigeria. He was first 
full professor of Anthropology in University of Transkei, Umtata, South Africa and the first full Professor 
of Anthropology in the Department of Archaeology and Anthropology, University of Ibadan where he 
is engaged in restructuring postgraduate training in Anthropology. Tunde Lawuyi was a member of 
Ladoke Akintola University of Technology, Ogbomoso Governing Council and Director of Research and 
Conferences, Pan African Association of Anthropologists. His areas of specialization are popular culture, 
urban anthropology and development studies. He can be reached at: oblawuyi2008@yahoo.com 

Prof. O.B. Lawuyi
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Tracey Hucks is a nationally known and esteemed scholar of Africana Studies and American Religious History. 
She was the James A. Storing Professor of Religion and Africana and Latin American Studies in Colgate university. 
She was the James D. Vail III Professor and chair of the Africana Studies Department, and at Haverford College. 
In 1995, she was a resident graduate scholar at Obafemi Awolowo University in Nigeria. She is the author of 
Yoruba Traditions and African American Religious Nationalism. Hucks’s most recent publication is Obeah, Orisa 
and Religious Identity in Trinidad: Volume One: Africans in the White Colonial Imagination. Hucks has conducted 
research in several countries, including Brazil, Cuba, Nigeria, England, France, Trinidad, Jamaica, Kenya, and 
Tanzania. In addition to her numerous awards, fellowships, and distinctions, she was also an elected member of 
the Program Committee of the American Academy of Religion, elected member of the Executive Committee of 
the Society for the Study of Black Religion, and is currently a member of the Corporation of Haverford College. 
She can be reached at: thucks@hds.harvard.edu 

Professor Tracey Hucks

Melissa Wood Bartholomew (she/her), MDiv ’15, is the Associate Dean of Diversity, Inclusion, and Belonging 
and Lecturer on Diversity, Inclusion, and Belonging at Harvard Divinity School. She is a Christ-centered 
minister and a racial justice and healing practitioner committed to a multifaith, multidisciplinary, Afrocentric 
approach to healing justice rooted in the African philosophy of Ubuntu, restorative justice, and love. She is 
an attorney with nearly a decade’s experience in public interest law. Her call to ministry led her to pursue her 
MDiv at HDS. Melissa is earnestly committed to eradicating racism and oppression and advancing healing and 
societal transformation through spiritually-engaged, heart-centered multifaith and multidisciplinary strategies 
rooted in love. She is a restorative justice practitioner, her research interests include the impact of racism, 
incarceration, and other systems of oppression on the mental health of Black people and the role of religion and 
spirituality in their resistance. She serves as part-time faculty at Boston College where she teaches restorative 
justice at the School of Law and has taught diversity in the School of Social Work. She can be reached at: 
mbartholomew@hds.harvard.edu

Prof. Melissa Wood Bartholomew
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Olufemi Vaughan is the Alfred Sargent Lee ‘41 and Mary Farley Ames Lee Professor of Black Studies 
at Amherst College, USA. Vaughan’s research has revolved round the following major issues in African 
historical, political, and sociological studies: state-society relations in Africa; colonial African societies; 
politics and society in post-colonial African states; traditional political and social structures in modern 
Africa; African migrations, transnationalism, and globalization; religion and state formation in Nigeria; 
literacy, kinship, and elite consolidation in modern Nigeria. He can be reached at: ovaughan@amherst.
edu

Prof. Olufemi Vaughan

Francis Egbokhare is a prolific scholar, academic linguist, writer, and professor from Nigeria, and a fellow 
of the Nigerian Academy of Letters. He is also the Technical Director of the TerHe has held positions at 
the University of Ibadan for many years as a professor of linguistics and as the Director of the Distance 
Learning Centre. The DLC pioneered e-learning delivery, web based, radio based delivery, computer-
based testing, student support operations in addition to developing and digitalizing 564 Courseware and 
Learning materials. He can be reached at: francis.egbokhare@gmail.com 

Prof. Francis Egbokhare

Sheriff Folarin is a Professor of International Relations and current Head of the Department of Political Science 
and International Relations, Covenant University. He has been a Research Mentor/Facilitator of the Ife Institute 
of Advanced Studies since 2018. He is a 2007 United States SUSI Fellow at the University of South Carolina 
(USA),a 2014 Carnegie African Diaspora Fellowship Host-Scholar, and a 2011-2013 Classroom Beyond Borders 
International Partners’ Institute Visiting Scholar at Ithaca College, New York. He has about twenty years of 
university teaching and research experience in international politics, foreign policy, governance and development, 
gender, conflict and conflict management, African politics, American and European diplomacy. He is the founding 
Director of International Office and Linkages and pioneer of international academic/institutional collaborations 
and linkages at Covenant University, superintending the signing of forty-two Memoranda of Understanding with 
top African, American and British institutions. He has earned local and international recognitions for exceptional 
mentoring and teaching. He can be reached at:  sheriff.folarin@covenantuniversity.edu.ng

Professor Sheriff Folarin
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Is a Professor of Philosophy, University of the West Indies, Jamaica Former Jay Newman Professor of 
Philosophy, Brooklyn College - CUNY, Former Guggenheim Philosophy Research Fellow Former Rhodes 
Visiting Lecturer in Philosophy Editor. He is currently engaged in research in areas of Africana philosophies 
of law, leadership, society, economics of religion, epistemology of development and existentialism in 
Africana philosophy. A founding President of the International Society for African Philosophy and 
Studies (ISAPS), he is also a member of Caribbean Philosophical Association, Nigerian Philosophical 
Association, and the founding editor of Caribbean Journal of Philosophy, co-editor of Journal on African 
Philosophy. He can be reached at: tunde.bewaji@gmail.com

Prof Ayotunde Bewaji

Gbemisola Adeoti is a Nigerian academic and poet. He is a professor of literature in the English Department 
at Obafemi Awolowo University. His areas of teaching and research include Dramatic Literature, Poetry, 
Literary History/Theory and Popular Culture. He is the author of Naked Soles, co-editor (with Bjorn 
Beckman) of Intellectuals and African Development and editor of Muse and Mimesis: Critical Perspectives 
on Ahmed Yerima’s Drama. He was a British Academy Visiting Fellow at the School of English, University 
of Leeds, United Kingdom, from October to December 2008. He is a Postdoctoral Fellow of the African 
Humanities Program organized by the American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS). He can be reached 
at: ayinla80@yahoo.com

Prof Gbemisola Adeoti

Oyeniyi Okunoye is Professor of English at Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria where he recently 
served as Head. He earned his PhD from the University of Ibadan and teaches African literature, literary 
theory, oral literature and research methods. His research interests are in African poetry, Yoruba popular poetry 
and Nigerian short fiction. He has held the Harry Oppenheimer Fellowship, the British Academy Visiting 
Fellowship, the Alexander von Humboldt Research Fellowship, CODESRIA Grant for Advanced Research, 
the Cambridge/Africa Collaborative Research Fellowship and is involved in a research awarded a grant of the 
Nigerian Tertiary Education National Research Fund. He has been a visiting researcher at the Universities 
of Cape Town, Birmingham, Bayreuth and Cambridge. He has publications in several high impact journals 
around the world, and is Editor to notable journals in the field. He can be reached at: ookunoye@yahoo.com 

Prof. Oyeniyi Okunoye
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Joseph Duke Eyo is a professor of Business Management and a professional management consultant certified 
in 1992 by the Institute of Management Consultants of Nigeria (IMCON), and the Center for Management 
Development (CMD) of Nigeria. Chairman, Faculty Graduate Committee, Faculty of Management Sciences 
(2012-2104); Member, Graduate School Board (2012 - 2014); and, Coordinator, Post Graduate Diploma-in-
Management Programme (2008 - 2010). He has served as: Chairman, Results & Vetting Board sub-Committee 
of the Graduate School Board (2013-2014); Member, Graduate Programmes Qualifying Examination Board 
sub-Committee of the Graduate School Board (2012 - 2014); Member, Campus Business Premises Committee 
(2008 - 2010); Member, STEP-B Committee (2011-2015); and, Member, SERVICOM at University of Calabar 
Unit (2011-2015). He can be reached at: joeduke@unical.edu.ng 

Prof Joseph Duke Eyo

Moradewun Adejunmobi is a Professor of African literature and African popular culture in the University of 
California. Her current research focuses on three principal areas. The first, and a longstanding area of research 
interest relates to instances of multilingualism, translation, and intercultural communication in African 
literature and popular culture. Her publications in this area investigate how authors, performers, corporations, 
and fans navigate instances of multilingualism and translation in African popular culture as well as in African 
literature. Her current project explores what the emergence and growth of Nollywood indicates about the 
processes and interventions that facilitate an encounter between different kinds of texts and different kinds of 
publics and the assessments made of these texts. A final area of Adejunmobi’s research concerns African fantasy 
and science fiction, with special attention to the intersection between magic, spirituality, and science in older as 
well as more recent African and African diasporic fiction. In addition, she served as the 2015-2016 President of 
the African Literature Association. She can be reached at: madejunmobi@ucdavis.edu 

Prof. Moradewun Adejunmobi

Gareth Doherty, an Associate Professor of Landscape Architecture at the Harvard University Graduate School 
of Design, is the Director of the GSD’s Master in Landscape Architecture program and the Critical Landscapes 
Design Lab. Doherty’s research and teaching explore human-centered issues alongside environmental and 
aesthetic concerns through the framework of landscape architecture.  Doherty is currently doing fieldwork 
on landscape practices in an African context during his 2022–23 sabbatical. The Critical Landscapes Design 
Lab that Doherty leads, has recently begun a new research project on the “Atlas for the Medina of Tunis: 
Landscape Architecture as a Catalyst for Urban Regeneration.” His work on “Atlas for a City-Region: Imagining 
the Post-Brexit Landscapes of the Irish Northwest,” won a Communications Award from the Boston Society of 
Landscape Architects in 2022. He can be reached at: gdoherty@gsd.harvard.edu

Prof Gareth Doherty
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Dr Simidele Dosekun is Assistant Professor in the Department of Media and Communications at London 
School of Economics and Political Science. Dr Dosekun’s research centres African women to explore 
questions of gender, race, subjectivity, and power in a global context. She is the author of Fashioning 
Postfeminism: Spectacular Femininity and Transnational Culture, and co-editor of African Luxury: Aesthetics 
and Politics. Her work has appeared in the journals Feminist Media Studies, Feminism and Psychology, 
Qualitative Inquiry, and Feminist Africa, among others. She can reached at: S.O.Dosekun@lse.ac.uk

Dr. Simidele Dosekun

He is Humanities Distinguished Professor in the English and African American and African Studies 
departments at Ohio State University, His teaching and research interests are Yoruba Literature, literary 
theory, African American Literature, and Anglophone literatures of Africa, south Asia, and the Caribbean. 
He is the author of Proverbs, Textuality, and Nativism in African Literature (1998) and The Slave’s 
Rebellion: Literature, History, Orature (2005). He guest edited a special issue of Research in African 
Literatures 40:4 (Winter 2009) on writing about slavery in the African diaspora. His ongoing research 
projects are “Animist” Poetics in African American Poetry and Praise Culture in Lagos, Nigeria. He can 
be reached at: adeeko.1@osu.edu 

Prof Adeleke Adeeko

Abiodun Alao is a Professor of African Studies and the Director of the African Leadership Centre. He 
teaches on the African Leadership Centre MSc programmes and supervises postgraduate students. He is 
also the Chair of the Centre’s Examination Board and also the Acting Chair of the School of Global Affairs 
Exam Board. Previously, he held teaching and research position at the Obafemi Awolowo University Ile 
Ife, Nigeria and was a Visiting Research Associate at the University of Zimbabwe. He also holds a Visiting 
Professorship position at the Nigerian Defence Academy. He can be reached at: charles.a.alao@kcl.ac.uk

Prof. Abiodun Alao
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Omolade Adunbi is a political anthropologist and an Associate Professor at the Department of Afroamerican 
and African Studies (DAAS).  His areas of research explore issues related to resource distribution, governance, 
human and environmental rights, power, culture, transnational institutions, multinational corporations and 
the postcolonial state.  His latest book, Oil Wealth and Insurgency in Nigeria (2015) addresses issues related 
to oil wealth, multinational corporations, transnational institutions, NGOs and violence in oil-rich Niger 
Delta region of Nigeria. He can be reached at: oadunbi@umich.edu 

Prof. Omolade Adunbi

Prof. Oliver Mweemba is a Lecturer/Researcher in the Department of Health Promotion and Education, School 
of Public Health at the University of Zambia. In 2012, He was the Fogarty Scholar in the African Bioethics 
Training Program (FABTP) at the Berman Institute of Bioethics, Johns Hopkins University. His research 
interests include masculinity, gender, sexuality and health; ethical, legal, and social implications of advances in 
biomedical research and health systems; the link between public policy, health inequalities, and human rights; 
and life courses and health needs of vulnerable and marginalized groups and communities. He is an expert in 
ethnographic researces, clinical trials and mixed method research. He is well published in his field in reputable 
journals. He is the country lead for Zambia on the covid-19 response for the Africa region. He has been co-PI 
in the UK Medical Research Council. He was also a site PI on a UK Medical Research Council multi-centre 
Top-up study. He was also a co-Investigator in two US National Institutes of Health funded projects and many 
others. He can be reached at: mweemba2@yahoo.com

Prof. Oliver Mweemba

Akanni Akinyemi is Professor of Demography, Population, and Health at Obafemi Awolowo University 
(OAU), Ile-Ife, Nigeria and the current Executive Director of the Central Office of Research OAU. He 
was a Takemi Fellow at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, USA (2018). He is currently 
the director of the Central Office of Research at OAU. He has been actively working to contribute to 
population health, policy, and developmental issues in Nigeria and many other African countries since 
1998. He has served as a visiting Researcher/Professor at different universities across Africa and Europe. 
He has won several international grants and led funded researches by different international organisations 
like DFID, Bill and Melinda Gates, IOM, UNFPA, EU, among several others. He was recently inducted as a 
fellow of the Social Science Academy of Nigerian (FSSAN). He can be reached at akakanni2@gmail.com 

Prof. Akinyemi Akanni
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Olufemi Taiwo is a Professor of Africana Studies at Cornell University. He was a professor of philosophy 
and director of the Global African Studies Program at Seattle University in Washington. Professor Taiwo 
holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Obafemi Awolowo University in Nigeria. He earned a Ph.D. 
in philosophy from the University of Toronto. His book, &quot;How Colonialism Preempted Modernity 
in Africa&quot; (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2010) was a joint winner of the Frantz Fanon 
Book Award of the Caribbean Philosophical Association in 2015. He can be reached at: ot48@cornell.edu 

Prof. Olufemi Taiwo

Taiwo Soneye is a Professor of English at the Obafemi Awolowo University, Nigeria. She is the co-annotator 
of the One million word International Corpus of English, Nigeria (ICE-Nig). Her research focuses on the 
Phonology and phonetics of English; the Phonology of Nigerian Pidgin, Language Attitudes and Language 
Ideologies. Her recent work is a De Gruyter Mouton published review of the book, “Nigerian English” by 
David Jowitt (2019). You can reach her at: soneyes2002@yahoo.com

Prof. Taiwo Soneye

Matthew O. Adigun is currently a Senior Professor of Computer Science at the University of Zululand. 
He is a very active researcher in Software Engineering of the Wireless Internet, he has published widely 
in the specialised areas of reusability, software product lines, and the engineering of on-demand grid 
computing-based applications in Mobile Computing, Mobile Internet and ad hoc Mobile Clouds. 
Recently, his interest in the Wireless Internet has extended to Wireless Mesh Networking resources and 
node placements issues, as well as Software Defined Networking issues. He can be reached at: adigunM@
unizulu.ac.za

Professor Matthew O. Adigun
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Eme Owoaje is a public health physician and professor of public health in the Department of Community 
Medicine, at the University of Ibadan. As the Director of the University of Ibadan Research Management 
Office (2010-2015), she developed the research administrative infrastructure for the institution and 
organized grantsmanship training for academic staff and doctoral students.  Over the years, she has 
collaborated with colleagues in the United Kingdom, the United States, and other African countries on 
many multi-country biomedical research projects. She can be reached at: emetheodora@gmail.com

Prof. Eme Owoaje

Dianne Marie Stewart is an associate professor of Religion and African American Studies at Emory 
University specializing in African-heritage religious cultures in the Caribbean and the Americas. Dr. 
Stewart’s research and teaching interests cover a wide range of topics under the umbrella of Africana 
religions with attention to religious thought and practices of African-descended people in the Anglophone 
Caribbean and the United States; womanist approaches to religion and society; theory and method in 
Africana religious studies and the impact of African civilizations upon religious formation in the African 
diaspora. She can be reached at: dstewa4@emory.edu

Prof. Dianne Stewart

Olatunji Alabi Oyeshile, Ph.D, is a Professor of Philosophy at the University of Ibadan, Nigeria. He 
specializes in African Philosophy, Metaphysics and Social and Political Philosophy. His recent focus 
is on Individual, Community and Social order in Africa. He was a facilitator at Ife Summer School in 
2018. He has also delivered keynote papers in universities in Nigeria, Cameroon and The Netherlands. 
His paper, “Corporate Existence and Individual’s Freedom in African Communal Society: The Yoruba 
Example”, appeared in Ultimate Reality and Meaning Journal (URAM), Vol. 30, No. 4 (2007), pp. 278-300, 
University of Toronto, Canada, where he drew a necessary interface between traditional African life and 
contemporary libertarian society. He can be reached at: alabi14@yahoo.com

Prof. Olatunji Oyeshile
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Oyeronke Olademo is a Professor of Comparative Religious Studies at the Department of Religions, 
University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria. She is widely published in local, national and international journals. 
She has attended and presented papers in many international conferences in North America, the United 
Kingdom and Europe. She has been involved with collaborative academic works across disciplines, 
nationally and internationally for the past twenty years. Her publications include Women and New and 
Africana Religions (2009) and Women in the Yoruba Religious Sphere (2003). You can reach her at: 
wuraolaanike@yahoo.com

Prof. Oyeronke Olademo

Charles Ukeje is a Professor of International Relations at the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. 
His research interests are in three main areas: the Niger Delta oil region, the West African region, and 
the maritime security issues in Africa, in general, and in the Gulf Of Guinea, in particular. In 2008, he 
held a year-long Departmental Lectureship in African Politics and Development at the Department of 
International Development, Queen Elizabeth House, University of Oxford, Oxford. He can be reached at: 
charlesukeje@yahoo.com

Prof. Charles Ukeje

Ayodeji Ogunnaike is an Assistant Professor at Bowdoin College specializing in Islam in Africa, Christianity 
in Africa, traditional African religions, and African diaspora religious traditions. His particular focus is on the 
historical and contemporary dynamics of indigenous Yoruba traditions, their development in diaspora, and 
interactions with Islam and Christianity on both sides of the Atlantic. His work seeks to develop theories and 
scholarly approaches drawn from within these traditions themselves with an emphasis on the Ifa divination 
ritual and mythology. Following formal study of Ifa divination in Nigeria, Ayodeji is working on an online 
database of Ifa divination poetry and mythology.He received his B. A. in African Studies and Near Eastern 
Languages and Civilizations from Harvard College (2010) and M. A. in Religion (2015) and his PhD in African 
and African American Studies (2019) from Harvard University. He can be reached at: ayodeji07@gmail.com

Prof. Ayodeji Ogunnaike 

25



ADEJUMO Olatunji is a landscape architect, urban design theorist, and Associate Professor of Landscape 
Architecture in the Department of Architecture, University of Lagos, Nigeria. His 38 years of landscape 
architecture and environmental planning practice span all Nigeria bioregions from small sites to urban and 
regional scales honoring diverse projects.

Tunji shared the last 20 years in academics with over 35 papers to his credit. His landscape architectural 
philosophy is rooted in geosophy as a creative approach to sustainable, people-centered development. His 
research interest is nested in the interface of cultural and ecological system as a determinant of useful 
worldview principles meaningful to conceptualization of contemporary spaces.

A past President of International Federation of Landscape Architects (African Region) and one-time 
President Society of Landscape Architects of Nigeria (SLAN). He currently coordinates Master of 
Landscape Architecture Program in the Department of Architecture, and Architecture and Urbanism 
Research Hub at University of Lagos. He was recently nominated as External Advisor to the West 
Midlands National Park Lab as part of CATiD Research Centre at Birmingham, UK. He is an External 
Collaborator, Critical Landscape Design Lab, Graduate School of Design, Harvard University, and 
Cambridge, USA. He is the author of a book, Landscapes: Canvas of Civilization. She can be reached at: 
tadejumo@unilag.edu.ng 

Prof. Adejumo Olatunji

Kehinde Taiwo is a Professor of Food Process Engineering, OAU, Ile-Ife, with interests in Gender studies 
in Technology Adoption and Industrial Technology Management. She has won some fellowships, grants 
(AvH, DAAD, ACU, Carnegie Corporation of New York, IWLF, IDRC) and awards. She served as Dean 
Faculty of Technology, Vice Dean, Head, Department of FST, Director University Research Office and 
Director University Linkages Office. She is a member of ten professional organisations and a Fellow of 
four. She can be reached at: kehindetaiwo3@yahoo.com

Prof. Kehinde Taiwo

26

mailto:tadejumo@unilag.edu.ng
mailto:kehindetaiwo3@yahoo.com


OLUWATOPE, Ayodeji is a professor of Computer Science. He is a registered engineer with COREN, earlier 
in his career, he was the recipient of the National Award of Excellence by the National University Research 
and Development Fair for the years 2004 and 2005. His research interests include Computer Networks and the 
Internet, reconfigurable computing, IoTs, and Knowledge Transfer. He is the lead researcher in the Commet 
Laboratory in the Department of Computer Science and Engineering, OAU. He is a fellow of the Nigeria Young 
Academy and the Heidelberger Laureate Forum, HLF 2015. Ayodeji has a working relationship with industry 
giants in the IT sector, such as Chams (Nig) Plc and Schlumberger Limited. He can be reached at: aoluwato@
oauife.edu.ng 

Prof Ayodeji Oluwatope (Coordinator, Technological Sciences Stream)  

Enoch Olujide Gbadegesin is a Professor of religion in the department of Religious studies in Obafemi Awolowo 
University. He earned his Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts in Religious Studies at Obafemi Awolowo University 
and then proceeded to obtain his Master of Theological Studies (MTS) from Harvard Divinity School, Harvard 
University, and his Ph.D. from Rice University, Houston Texas. He is an author of more than thirty five peer 
reviewed articles in journals, Encyclopedia and books in both local and international outlets. He co-edited 
a book with Yunusa K. Salami and Kola Abimbola titled: Ethics of Individualism and Communitarianism: 
Multidisciplinary Essays published by Harvest Day Publisher, MD, in USA 2016. His research interest focuses 
on gift and reciprocity, culture and family, interreligious dialogue, religion and ecology, religion and gender, 
and Aladura and Pentecostal Spirituality. Recent articles he co-authored were published by Brill titled: Media, 
Gender, and Religion in the Twenty-First Century: Interrogating the Public Image of Christian Women in Nigeria 
in the Journal of Religion in Africa 51 (2021) and Religions titled: Women and the Exclusionary Practices of the 
Christ Apostolic Church Prayer Mountains in Selected Yoruba Cities of Southwestern Nigeria . He is currently 
the Department of Religious Studies’ Postgraduate Coordinator. He can be reached at: egbadegesin@gmail.com 

Prof. Enoch Olujide Gbadegesin

Maha Marouan is a Moroccan scholar and Associate Professor at Pennsylvania State University. She is the 
author of Witches, Goddesses, and Angry Spirits: The Politics of Spiritual Liberation in African Diaspora 
Women’s Fiction and documentary maker of Voices of Muslim Women from the US South. Her latest 
publications include “Shame,” a short story in the Boston Review and an edited series on “African Women, 
Gender and Migration” in  Africa is a Country. She can be reached at: mzm24@psu.edu 

Dr Maha Marouan
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Tunde Decker is an Associate Professor and Ag. Dean of the Faculty of Humanities, Osun State University, 
Osogbo, Nigeria, and was a 2018 Fellow of the Ife Institute of Advanced Studies. He has been a research 
and visiting fellow at the University of Oxford, the University of Cambridge, SOAS London, the University 
of Birmingham, and the University of Ghana. His researches have been funded by the Africa-Oxford 
Initiative, the Leventis Foundation, the Urban Studies Foundation, the Graduate Institute of International 
and Development Studies, and the ACLS-AHP. He is the author of three books and peer-reviewed articles 
in journals. He can be reached at: tundedecker@gmail.com

Dr Tunde Decker

Associate Professor, Cinema and Media Studies, and Department of Comparative Literature in the 
Indiana University. He engages in research, teaching, and writing that are diversely preoccupied with “the 
poetics of engaged expatriation”. Currently I focus my research and publishing interests, both creative 
and critical, on the impact of global demographic and technological changes on various kinds of artistic 
composition in long duration. This focus extends to the whole world without exception, but primarily 
from the standpoint of Black, diasporic and postcolonial intellectual traditions, especially in a manner 
that connects new ideas, forms, media, systems and practices to supposedly old ones. African Cinema. 
His research interests are Nollywood, Globalization and Film, Intersections of Print and Electronic Media, 
Black/Postcolonial Artistic and Intellectual Traditions, Cultural Theory, Writing. He can be reached at: 
adesokan@indiana.edu  

Dr Akin Adesokan

Sharon Adetutu Omotoso holds a PhD in Philosophy (Applied Ethics) with focus on Media and Gender 
Studies. Currently a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of African Studies, University of Ibadan, Nigeria, 
she heads the Institute’s 34 year old Women’s Research and Documentation Centre (WORDOC). Her research 
interests include: Applied Ethics, Media & Gender studies and Political Communications, Philosophy of 
Education, Socio-Political Philosophy, and African Philosophy, where she has published significantly. She 
combines research, advocacy and activism, hosting seminars and workshops on topics related to women’s 
rights, sexual violence, media education, ethics and political communication. She has consulted for 
organizations including NATO STRATCOM COE, INEC, UNESCO, UNWomen among others. She edited 
the book ‘Women’s Political Communication in Africa (2020). She is currently working on broad gender 
contexts of theorizing African political communication. She can be reached at: sharonomotoso@gmail.com 

Dr. Sharon Omotoso
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Olubunmi O. Ashaolu teaches French/ Francophone literature and Critical theory at Obafemi Awolowo 
University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. Her research publication centers on Postcolonial Studies with inclinations to 
Gender, Environment and Contemporary issues in Senegalese and Congolese novels and film. Her critical 
work on African literature and cinema have appeared in reputable journals and books in the US, UK, Africa, 
and South America. She is a language consultant to the American Council of Teachers of Foreign Languages 
(ACTFL), New York. You can reach her at: ashaolu.o@gmail.com 

Dr. Olubunmi Ashaolu

Itohan M. Idumwonyi is Assistant Professor of Religious Studies and a lively interdisciplinary scholar. The 
pillars of her interdisciplinary scholarship intersect with African Religions, African Diaspora religions, 
African Studies, Sociology of religion, African Womanist Theology, Religion and Gender. The structure of 
these creative areas is characterized by the rigorous ethnographic exploration of innovative acumens and 
mapped out in her research, teaching, and publications. She is currently working on a project that focuses 
on the “Dynamics of Gender Relations in African and African Diaspora Religions in the United States.” 
Specifically, her research employs theories and articulations from African-womanist religious thought and 
Gender Politics as a frame to highlight religious resources in negotiating boundaries for gender inclusivity. 
She can be reached at: idumwonyi@gonzaga.edu

Dr. Itohan M. Idumwony

Nkatha Kabira is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Nairobi, School of Law, a postdoctoral Fellow at the 
Ife Institute for Advanced Studies, Ile Ife, Nigeria and an Iso Lomso Fellow at the Stellenbosch IAS, South 
Africa. She completed her doctoral degree at Harvard Law School and has since been working towards 
converting her doctoral thesis into a book titled, “The Law of Commissions: A Case Study of The Place of 
Commissions in Law and Governance in Kenya.” Her current research is the continuation of work done 
over a period of 10 years in the areas of law and development, constitution making and implementation, 
legal and institutional reform, rule of law, regulation of the state and the administration of justice. She has 
professional and research experience in several areas ranging from law and language to democracy and 
governance and to gender and the law. She can be reached at: nkabira@sjd.law.harvard.edu 

Dr. Nkatha Kabira
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Dr. Sheila Otieno is an Assistant Professor of Religion at Centre College in Kentucky, USA. A self-
proclaimed Africanist, Sheila holds a PhD in Social Ethics from Boston University. She is originally from 
Nairobi, Kenya, and is passionate about building epistemological tools and methods for doing African 
Social Ethics that speak to African contexts and dissect ethical issues particular to Africa. Her research 
interests lie in global political theory, transnationalism, postcolonial approaches, religious ethics, and 
cultural influences on moral formation. Sheila’s doctoral research was on digital social movements and 
their revolutionizing power to transform the public square. She is a 2018 Summer Institute Fellow and 
member of the IIAS Secretariat. She can be reached at: sheila.otieno@gmail.com 

Dr. Sheila Otieno

AKINSULORE, Adesanmi is a consultant Psychiatrist at the Obafemi Awolowo University Teaching 
Hospitals Complex and a reader at the department of Mental Health, Obafemi Awolowo University. His 
primary research focuses on Public Mental Health, Adolescent Mental Health and Schizophrenia. Dr 
Adesanmi started as lecturer I in the department and now he is currently an Associate Professor. He 
is a volunteer member and facilitator of the foundation for the care and resettlement of the mentally 
ill (CAREMI) and Centre for Mental Health Research and Initiative (CEMHRI). He can be reached at: 
sanmilore@oauife.edu.ng

Dr. Adesanmi Akinsulore (Coordinator, Biological/Biomedical Sciences Stream)

Dr Lukman is a chemist with specialization in Physical chemistry. He is a senior Lecturer in the department 
of Chemistry, OAU, Ile-Ife. Dr Lukman got his B.Sc.(Hons) degree in chemistry with a first class from OAU 
in 2007. His research interest is in corrosion inhibition Electrochemistry, Theoretical and computational 
chemistry. He is also a reviewer to many reputable journals. He is a member of the American Chemical 
Society; he is also the recipient of the Kayode Adebowale National Young Scientist Prize in Chemical 
Science in 2017. He can be reached at: loolasunkanmi@oauife.edu.ng

Dr Lukman Olawale Olasunkanmi (Coordinator, Physical Sciences Stream) 
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Ngozi Enelamah holds a PhD in Social Works from Boston College, USA. Her PhD research focused on 
maternal and child mental health promotion. She has recipient of the Boston College doctoral fellowship. 
She can be reached at: enelamah@bc.edu

Dr. Ngozi Enelamah

Dr Opeyemi Oyewunmi Ekundayo is an associate professor at the Department of Psychology, Obafemi 
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. She brings 13 years of professional experiences into teaching and 
researching human sexuality and developmental psychology. She has authored and co-authored 25 peer-
reviewed articles in reputable journals. Dr Ekundayo is a principal investigator on a national grant, and 
research member on three others. She won a writing fellowship at the University of Padua, Italy. Dr 
Ekundayo was privileged to be one of the fellows at the 2017 summer institute of IIAS. She can be reached 
at: opewunmi@gmail.com; ekundayoo@oauife.edu.ng

Dr. Opeyemi Ekundayo

She teaches Yorùbá literature and culture at Obafemi Awolowo University, Nigeria. Her research interests 
include Yorùbá literature, gender and sexuality, postcolonial studies, and environmental studies. She 
has authored and co-authored papers in these areas. She has won many prestigious fellowships at the 
University of Michigan, SOAS University of London, and the Centre of African Studies, University of 
Cambridge. She is currently a postdoctoral fellow of the African Humanities Program sponsored by the 
American Council of Learned Societies, and she will be developing her monograph on environmental 
sustainability and Yorùbá sacred orature. She can be reached: bunmibernard@yahoo.co.uk

 Dr Oluwabunmi BERNARD
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Oluwakemi Adesina is a lecturer of History and International Studies at the Redeemer’s University. She 
teaches the lessons of the past so that students will be able to appreciate its manifestations in the present 
and plan for the future. She is a 2013 Fellow of the American Council of Learned Society’s (ACLS), 
African Humanities Program. Dr Adesina is a Reader with research interests including: Girls, Gender and 
Women’s History, Youth Cultures, Migrations, Commercial Sex Trade, Social and Economic History. She 
is a member of the Women’s Research and Documentation Centre (WORDOC), Ibadan, Nigeria. Adesina 
has published in local and international journals and books. Most notable amongst her publications are: 
‘Putting Africa on the Map: Contemporary Migrations, Livelihoods and the Socio-Economic Landscape”. 
She can be reached at: oluwakemiadesina@yahoo.com

Dr. Oluwakemi Adesina

‘Tayo Owoeye is a lecturer at the Institute of Business Education at Glasgow Caledonian University, United 
Kingdom. He was once a Senior Lecturer at the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Obafemi 
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. He holds a DPhil in Anthropology (Social-Cultural) from the University 
of Pretoria, South Africa, and an MBA degree from Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. Tayo’s 
doctoral research examined the construction of knowledge and communication of worldviews via the symbols 
of the craftsmen and craftswomen of Osogbo, Nigeria. His work focuses on knowledge production and how 
marginalized groups communicate their worldviews, construct their identities, and navigate the society 
controlled by the powerful in Nigeria and at the global level. He is a 2011 BIARI Alumnus, a Co-PI of one of 
the 2021 Nagel Award grants, a 2018 Summer Institute Fellow, a visiting Scholar at Emory University, USA, 
and the Program Director of the IIAS Secretariat. He can be reached at: Tayo.Owoeye@gcu.ac.uk

Dr. Omotayo Owoeye

Damilola is also a faculty member and presently the Acting Head of the Department of Political Science, at 
Obafemi Awolowo University Nigeria. She is a fellow of Conflict Research Network West Africa (CORN West 
Africa) and African Studies Centre Leiden. Her areas of research interest include Politics of Development, Gender 
and Women Studies, Peace and Conflict Studies, and Climate Change. Damilola has been a member of the UKRI 
International Development Peer Review College since 2018. Damilola is presently involved in a 5-year funded 
project on Urbanisation and Gender in the Global South as part of the team covering the research in Nigeria. She 
has ongoing research on nude protest as part of an evolving social movement in Nigeria. The centrality of her study 
consists partly in the plan to interrogate this much-marginalized social act within the broader context of processes 
directed at deepening democracy and expanding the boundaries of development in Nigeria. She has extensive 
experience in gender issues and ethnographic studies in Nigeria. She can be reached at: dtagbalajobi@gmail.com

Dr. Damilola Agbalajobi
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SALAUDEEN, Kamoru Aremu, a Fellow of Ife Institute of Advanced Studies (IIAS) is of the Department of 
Mass Communication, Fountain University, Osogbo, Nigeria. He holds a PhD of University of Ibada with 
specialty in  strategic communication. His teaching and research interest covers marketing communication 
and behaviour change communication, communication intervention, health communication and 
development communication. He is a member of International Association of Media and Communication 
Research (IAMCR), African Council for Communication Education (ACCE),  Nigerian Institute of Public 
Relations (NIPR), Advertising Regulatory Council of Nigeria (ARCON) and Society for InterDisciplinary 
Research (SIR). He is a practising broadcaster, voice over artiste, copy writer and actor. He can be reached: 
kamoru.salaudeen@gmail.com

Dr. Kamoru Aremu Salaudeen

Dr. Catherine Olajumoke OYETUNJI-ALEMEDE is a Senior lecturer at the department of Psychology, 
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile Ife. She is a social psychologist with specific interest in marriage and 
family studies. She has published a number of papers in local and international journals of repute. She has 
presented papers in both local and international conferences. She is a fellow of the Ife institute of Advanced 
Studies (IIAS). She is a member of Nigerian Psychology Association (NPA), Nigerian Association of Social 
Psychologists (NASP), Association of Black Psychologists (ABPsi) and American Psychology Association 
(APA), United States. She has worked at various capacities with many non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) and Faith based organisations (FBOs). She has special skills in training facilitation and Advocacy/
Community mobilisation. She can be reached at: oyetunjialemede@gmail.com

Dr. Catherine Olajumoke OYETUNJI-ALEMEDE

Dr. Olufunmilayo Banjo is a Lecturer and a researcher at the Department of Demography & Social Statistics, 
Obafemi Awolowo University (OAU), Ile Ife, Nigeria. Her research interest is on Women’s Sexual & Reproductive 
Health; as well as Sexual and Reproductive health and behaviour of physically challenged secondary school 
adolescents. Her doctoral research was about how women’s status in terms of empowerment, autonomy in 
decision making and Gender role attitudes have been able to influence their fertility behaviour in Nigeria and in 
other sub-Saharan African countries. Dr. Banjo has been involved in national and multinational collaborative 
research which has also enabled her to build her research network. She has won a number of research grants 
and has publications in reputable Local and International journal outlets.  Dr. Banjo is the Director, Centre for 
Gender and Social Policy Studies, Obafemi Awolowo University (OAU), Nigeria, since August 2021. She is a 
fellow of the Consortium for Advanced Research Training in Africa (CARTA) and also a fellow of Ife Institute of 
Advanced Studies (IIAS). She can be reached at: banjoolufunmilayo@gmail.com

Dr. Olufunmilayo Banjo
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Dr. Fred Nasubo is a 2021 fellow of the IFE Institute of Advanced Studies. He is currently a Postdoctoral 
Research Fellow at the British Institute in Eastern Africa, Nairobi. Nasubo is broadly interested in African 
Studies with particular interest in identity politics, citizenship, nation branding and governance. He holds PhD 
in Governance and Regional Integration from Pan African University, Institute of Governance, Humanities 
and Social Sciences-Yaoundé Cameroon (2022, November); Masters of Arts in History (2017, June) and BA in 
History & Economics (2013, May) from Egerton University-Kenya. Nasubo is also fellow of the 4th CODESRIA/
CASB S/S Laureate and Alumni of Young African Leadership Initiative (YALI) Regional Leadership Centre, EA, 
Nairobi.  He can be reached at: nasubof@gmail.com 

Dr Fred Nasubo

Dr. Oyeyemi Bukola Babalola is a Clinical psychologist and a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Psychology 
at the Obafemi Awolowo University Ile-Ife, Osun State. Her broad research interests include assessing and 
managing Psychological distress, and attitudinal change with a focus on improving the quality of life and 
psychological well-being of the. She has a list of relevant publications both in national and international outlets. 
She can be reached at: yayeni@oauife.edu.ng

Dr Oyeyemi Babalola

Morufu Omigbule teaches literature courses at the undergraduate and postgraduate levels at Obafemi Awolowo 
University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. His main area of research interest is folklore and African literature, although he 
has published across other areas of literary studies. He is an African Humanities Program Fellow, a Visiting 
Researcher at the University of Dar es Salam, Tanzania, and Makarere University, Uganda. He is also part of the 
2022 Ife Institute of Advanced Studies’ cohort. Dr. Omigbule belongs in many academic associations among 
which are Oral Traditions Society, the African Literature Association, the African Studies Association of Africa, 
and the Lagos Studies Association, among others. In addition, he serves as the coordinator of the Ife Studies unit 
at the Ooni’s Palace, Ile-Ife. He can be reached at: omigbulem@oauife.edu.ng 

Dr. Morufu Omigbule
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Grace Udoyen is an independent Research Consultant and Senior Research Officer at the Committee 
of Vice Chancellors of Nigerian Universities, Abuja.  Before,she worked as a Research Assistant in the 
Department of Sociology at the University of Port Harcourt, Nigeria, and was a beneficiary of the University 
of Port Harcourt Graduate School scholarship award. PhD in Development Sociology with specialization 
in Gender Studies at the University of Port Harcourt, Nigeria; Master of Science in Industrial Sociology 
from the University of Uyo, Nigeria. Grace has over ten publications in reputable Journals. She can be 
reached at: udoyengrace@gmail.com

Dr. Grace Udoyen

Oladimeji Ogunoye is a doctoral student in the Department of English, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-
Ife, Nigeria. He was the former Programme Officer for the Ife Institute of Advanced Studies. He is the 
current Programme Officer of the Capacity Strengthening for Abortion Research in Nigeria project. He can 
be reached at: ogunoyedimeji@gmail.com

Oladimeji Ogunoye

Inioluwa Oluwadunsin Johnson is a research analyst, data manager, and budding monitoring and 
evaluation expert. She holds a B.A. degree in History from the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, 
Nigeria, and is currently rounding off her Masters in International Relations degree at the same university. 
In recent times, her interest has been in interdisciplinary research, scripting on computer-assisted personal 
interview platforms, research monitoring and evaluation, and quantitative data analysis with STATA and 
SPSS. She has recently consulted for the International Institute for Tropical Agriculture (IITA), and Preston 
Associates for International Development on a MasterCard Foundation project. She has also worked on 
different empirical research projects as a Research Assistant and data manager. She is a 2022 fellow of the 
Ife Institute of Advanced Studies (IIAS). She can be reached at: inioluwaoluwadunsin@gmail.com

 Inioluwa Johnson
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Gatama is currently a lecturer at Gombe State University and a PhD student at the Federal University of Lafia, 
Nasarawa State Nigeria working on Academic Staff Training and Performance in Universities in Nigeria. Gatama 
is an IIAS 2021 Fellow and which allowed her to participate as Team Lead/Research Assistant in Northern 
Nigeria for IIAS/MCF research on “Scoping Study on Labour Market Opportunities and Barriers for Tertiary 
Students in Urban Centres in Five African Countries” and Committee Member pre-summer workshop. Gatama 
has contributed to research by writing articles (publications) to her credit. Her areas of interest include the 
sociology of organization,  industrial sociology and gender studies. She can be reached at: gatamasafiya2@
gmail.com 

Dr Gatama Safiya Johnson

Tosin Elufowoju is a budding researcher in the field of environmental law, policy, and management. She is 
a legal practitioner with experience in the corporate/commercial sectors and is currently a Legal Officer 
at OAUTHC. She holds a degree in Law (LL.B. ), a Masters in Law (LL.M.), and a Postgraduate Diploma 
(Pgd) in Environmental Control and Management from the prestigious Obafemi Awolowo University, 
Ile-Ife, Nigeria in addition to a B.L from the Nigerian Law School. Her current research for her MSc. in 
Environmental Control and Management focuses on the Assessment of the Regulation, Compliance and 
Enforcement of Solid Waste Management Policy in Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife. She can be reached 
at: tosin.elufowoju@gmail.com

Barr. Tosin Elufowoju
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OLODUDE Ibukunolu Isaac, a 2020 Fellow of the Ife Institute of Advanced Studies (IIAS) is currently an 
Assistant Lecturer in the Department of Linguistics and African Languages, Faculty of Arts, Obafemi Awolowo 
University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. He is currently undergoing his Ph.D programme in Sociolinguistics at the Department 
of Linguistics and African Languages, University of Ibadan. His doctoral research is a multidisciplinary 
research which intersects the fields of Linguistics, Religious Studies, Sociology and Anthropology. His areas 
of specialization are Sociolinguistics, Applied Linguistics and Pragmatics. His research interests are language, 
religion and society; peace and conflict resolution studies; and environmental studies. He can be reached at: 
ibkolodude@oauife.edu.ng 

Ibukunolu Isaac OLODUDE

Ruth Amwe is a PhD candidate in the Religion and Society program at Princeton Theological Seminary. She is 
broadly interested in the religious and social lives of African women in pre-colonial, colonial, and post-colonial 
Africa, both within the continent and its diaspora. Her research transverses across African religions, feminist 
and womanist theories, World Christianity, African diasporic studies, sociology of religion, and popular 
culture. Ruth is a Louisville Institute doctoral fellow and a steering committee member of the African Religions 
Unit of the American Academy of Religion (AAR). She serves on the editorial board of the Journal of Culture 
and African Women Studies (JENDA) and is the North American Representative of the Sociology of Religion 
Research Council of the International Sociological Association (ISA). Ruth is a 2021 Ife Institute of Advanced 
Studies doctoral fellow. She can be reached at: ruth.amwe@ptsem.edu 

Ruth Vida Amwe

2022 IIAS Small Grant Awardees

Dr. Tolulope Osayomi is a faculty member of the Department of Geography at the University of Ibadan, 
where he has over a decade of experience in teaching and research supervision. Though he is a health/medical 
geographer, his current domain of research lies at the intersection of the social sciences, humanities, and public 
health, aiming to push the boundaries of (medical) geography. He was the Director, the COVID-19 Mapping 
Lab, Department of Geography, University of Ibadan. In addition to these, he was a co-recipient of the 2021 
Nigerian Cartographic Association Prize for Best Paper Presentation and one of the pioneer IIAS Small 
Research Grantees (2022). He is currently the lead Guest Editor for the Journal of Geovisualization and Spatial 
Analysis (Springer Nature). He proudly belongs to esteemed professional associations such as the Association 
of Nigerian Geographers, the American Association of Geographers, and the Association of Sociology of 
Religion, just to mention a few. Besides being a pioneer fellow of Nigeria’s renowned Ife Institute of Advanced 
Studies (IIAS Cohort 2017), Dr. Osayomi is a member of its management board as well as the team lead of the 
institute’s Webinar Series Committee. He can be reached at: osayomi@yahoo.com 

Dr. Tolulope Osayomi
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I am an interdisciplinary scholar with research interest in Pentecostalism and IKS in the intersection of 
Christian Theology and Mission in World Christianity.  PL: Collaborative research by the Nagel Institute’s 
African Theological Advance, Calvin College, Michigan, USA (Templeton Foundation) Project Title: 
“Exploring Semiotic Dimensions and Symbolic Expressions of Indigenous Spiritualities and Values.” 
From: 1st July, 2021- 1st June, 2024. She can be reached at: feliabraham@yahoo.com

Dr. Felicity Apaah

Adebiyi Oluwashina Moruf teaches in the Department of political science, Faculty of Social Sciences, 
University of Ilorin, Nigeria. Area of Specialisation: Comparative Politics (electoral and democratisation 
studies). He is a 2021 fellow of the Ife Institute of Advanced Studies. He is also an awardee of the 2022 IIAS 
Small Grant for Ethnographic Research. He can be reach at: shinnna7@gmail.com

Adebiyi Oluwashina Moruf
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