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SCHEDULE

1.15 PM – 1.30 PM 

1.30 PM – 1.45 PM 

11.00 AM - 12.00 PM 

10.05 AM - 11.00 AM 

1.00 PM – 1.15 PM 

Sunday, 20th July 2025 

Monday 21st July 2025 
9.00 AM – 9.05 AM  

9.05 AM – 10.05 AM 

Welcome Address 

Convener’s Remarks 

Introduction of the Chief Host
and Distinguished
Personalities 

Meet the Fellows:
Introduction of Mentors,
Presenters, Facilitators and
Fellows 

 Welcome Address 

Workshop I: Skills and
Practice Thinking beyond
Academia: Maximising the
Summer Institute Experience 

Panel I: IIAS Small Grant
Presentations 

Panelists: 
Ossai Onyinyechi Gift
Opeyemi Olodude 
Afolabi Abiola Ayokomi
Mary Idongesit Umossoh
Adewole Adedayo Oreoluwa 

Prof. Simeon Bamire 
(Vice-Chancellor, Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile-
Ife, Nigeria) 

Prof. Jacob Olupona 
(Convener, IIAS 
Harvard University)

12.00 PM – 12.45 AM LUNCH (ALL GUESTS TO BE SEATED BEFORE 12.45PM) 

Arrival of Participants and
Facilitators 

Speaker 

Prof. Jacob Olupona 

Host Facilitators
IIAS Secretariat 

Host Facilitator 
Dr. Tayo Owoeye 

Host Facilitator 
Prof. Afe
Adogame 

Host Facilitators
Prof. David
Ogungbile 
Prof. Taiwo
Soneye 
Dr. Tayo Owoeye 

SUNDAY, 20TH JULY, 2025 – FRIDAY 1ST AUGUST

DATE/TIME (WAT) ACTIVITY SPEAKER HOST 

DAY 1
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SCHEDULE

DAY 2

Professor Neil Roos
(Professor of History 
Dean, Faculty of Social
Sciences and Humanities,
University of Fort Hare)

1.45 PM – 3.00 PM 

3.00 PM – 3.30 PM

3.30 PM – 3.35 PM 

3.35 PM – 4.05 PM

4.05 PM – 5.30 PM 

Keynote Address 
"Thinking Beyond Academia:
Teaching Skills, Serving
Community and Doing Life
Research"

Workshop II: Skills and
Practice
A Conversation about Elevator
Pitches and Self-pitch 

Q & A Session 

Photo Session/Interview 

Dr. Nkatha Kabira 

Amenaghawon
Idawu (Citation
Reading)

Prof. David
Ogungbile 

Host
Dimeji Ogunoye 

Vote of thanks

12.00 PM – 1.00 PM 

Tuesday 22nd July, 2025
9.00 AM – 10.00 AM 

10.00 AM - 11.00 AM 

11.00 AM - 12.00 pm 

Workshop III: Skills and
Practice 
Grant Writing 

Plenary Session I: Theory and
Practice 
Exploring New Paradigms in
the Humanities 

Workshop IV: Skills and
Practice 
Building Conceptual and
Theoretical 
Frameworks 

Workshop V: Skills and
Practice 
Making Research Count for
Community: 
Community-Based Research
Methodologies 

Prof. Nanre Nafziger
Prof. Krystal Strong 

Professor Afe
Adogame 

Prof. Marta Figlerowicz 

Prof. Victor Counted 

Host
Dr. Durojaiye
Owoeye 

Host
Dr. Levi Mokake 

Host 
Dr. Tayo Owoeye 

Professor Afe
Adogame 

1.00 PM - 1.30 PM LUNCH 
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DAY 3

Panel II: Creating African
Epistemologies Telling New
Stories, the Old Way: Oral
Traditions in a Changing World 

Workshop VI: Skills and
Practice 
The Curriculum
Builder’s Toolkit 

2.45 PM - 3.45 PM 

4.15 PM – 5.30 PM 

Prof. Margaret Lombe

Prof. Ayodeji Ogunnaike 

Dr. Victor Adim 

Host 
Dr. Chigozie
Samuel Nwaka 

Plenary Session II: 
Pedagogical Innovation for
Democratic 
Literacy 

Host 
Dr. Olaoluwa
Ayokunmi 

Prof. Doris Sommer 1.30 PM - 2.45 PM 

3.45 PM – 4.15 PM NETWORKING BREAK 

4 IIAS 2025

10.15 AM - 11.15 AM 

11.15 AM – 12.15 PM 

Wednesday 23rd July,
2025 
9.00 AM – 10.15 AM 

Panel III 
“Covid19, Fragility and
Failure in Nigeria.” 

“Development AID and
Gender Equality in Sub-
Saharan Africa: How effective
is Development Aid in
Bridging the Gap?”

Workshop VII: Skills and
Practice: Studying and
Writing Life Narratives 

Workshop VIII: Skills and
Practice 
Using AI Ethically: AI-Powered
Research 

Dr. Tolulope Osayomi 

Prof. Gbemisola Adeoti 

Dr. Jeri Smith-Cronin

Prof. Damilola
Agbalajobi 

Host 
Adewale
Onagbesan 

Host 
Dr. Tayo Owoeye 

Host 
Dr. Oluwatoyin
Ikuteyijo 

12.15 PM – 1.15 PM LUNCH 

1.15 PM – 2.30 PM Workshop IX: Skills and
Practice 
New Institutional Economics 

Prof. Jonathan
Greenacre 

Host 
Dr. Wale Olaopa  
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DAY 4

Respondent Panel I: 
Using AI Ethically: Defining
Academic Productivity 

4.00 PM – 5.30 PM Speaker 
Dr. Chibuzor Udokwu
Respondents 
Prof. Ayodeji Oluwatope 
Prof. Douglas Buttrey 

Host 
Dr. Kehinde Bello 

Conversational Panel I
Beyond the Classroom:
Learning within the Context
of Historical and Living
Communities 

Host 
Dr. Sheila Otieno 

Prof. Melissa
Bartholomew 
Prof. Tracey Hucks 

2.30 PM – 3.30 PM 

3.30 PM - 4.00 PM NETWORKING BREAK 

Panel IV
“Academic
‘Fathers’/’Parents’, and 
‘Sons’/’Daughters’:
Mentorship, Creating 
Opportunities and Building
Legacy 

Conversational Panel II
Breaking Silos: Fostering
Effective Interdisciplinary
Partnerships – Strategies for
building productive
collaborations across
disciplines. 

Thursday 24th July,
2025 9.00 AM – 10.15
AM 

Dr. Samantha Lakin 
Prof. Akinyemi Akanni 
Dr. Nkatha Kabira 

Host 
Dr. Khedidja
Chergui 

10.15 AM – 11.45 AM 

Speaker: 
Prof. Victor Counted 

Respondent Panel II: Building
Sustainable and Impactful
Research 

11.45 AM – 1.00 PM Host 
Gloria Aghogho
Okunola Respondent: 

Prof. Tope Olomola 

1.00 PM – 1.45 PM LUNCH 
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Faculty Members and
Fellows 

Faculty Members
and Fellows 

Workshop X: Skills and
Practice 
From Idea to Publication:
Mastering the Art of
Manuscript Writing 

Host 
Gatama Safiya
Johnson  

Prof. Morenike Ukpong 1.45 PM – 2.45 PM 



DAY 5

Panel V: 
Mentoring for Impact:
Strategies for Lasting
Connections  

Conversational Panel III
Bridging Worlds:
Conversations on
Collaborating with
Industry 

2.45 PM - 3.45 PM 

4.15 PM – 5.30 PM 

Prof. Gbemisola Adeoti
Prof. Opeyemi Ekundayo
Dr. Catherine Olajumoke
Oyetunji- Alemede 

Prof. Afe Adogame 
Prof. Bayo Amole 
Dr. Samantha Lakin 
Prof. Morenike Ukpong 

Host 
Dr. Ibukunolu
Olodude

Host 
Dr. Morufu
Omigbule 

3.45 PM – 4.15 PM NETWORKING BREAK 

6 IIAS 2025

Panel VI: AFOx and Fellowship
Panel

Friday 25th July, 2025
9.00 AM - 10.00 AM 

Dr. Tolulope Osayomi 
Prof. Tunde Decker 
Dr. Olusegun Titus 
Dr. Omigbule 
Dr. Victor Adim 
Dr. Nkatha Kabira 

Prof. Akanni Akinyemi 

Host 
Prof. Damilola
Agbalajobi 

Workshop XI: Skills and
Practice Secondary Data-
Driven Research 

Breakout Session I:
Collaborative Conversations 

10.00 AM - 11.00 AM Dr. Godwin
Kwalbe 

All Fellows Dr. Tayo Owoeye 11.00 AM - 12.30 PM 

Conversational Panel IV 
Finding Your Flow: Practical
Paths to Work-
Life Balance 

Prof. Doris Sommer 
Prof. Akanni Akinyemi 
Prof. Oyeniyi Okunoye 
Dr. Enoch Gbadegesin 
Dr. Olubunmi Ashaolu 

Host 
Bolaji Jegede

1.30 PM – 3.00 PM

12.30 PM – 1.30 PM LUNCH 

3.00 PM – 3.30 PM NETWORKING BREAK 

9TH ANNUAL
SUMMER INSTITUTE IIA

S 
20

25

SCHEDULE



SCHEDULE

DAY 8

4.00 PM – 5.30 PM 

Panel VII: Career
Development and Self-
Assessment 
From Insight to Action: Self-
Assessment and Career
Development 

Host 
Dr. Catherine
Olajumoke
Oyetunji-
Alemede 

Prof. Abiodun Alao 
Prof. M.O. Babalola 
Dr. Nkatha Kabira 
Prof. Marta Figlerowicz 
Prof. Doris Sommer 
Prof. Douglas Buttrey 
Prof. David Ogungbile 
Prof. Bayo Amole 

3.30 PM – 5.00 PM 

DAY 6  Saturday 26th
July, 2025 

EXCURSION: Visit to sites in Ile-Ife  (IIAS Osu Site, Ooni’s
Palace, Ife Grand Resort) 

1.15 PM – 1.30 PM BREAK

DAY 7 Sunday 27th
July, 2025 

REST DAY

Breakout Session II:
Reflections on Week One 

Host 
Prof. Jacob
Olupona 
Dr. Tayo Owoeye

Host 
Dr. Wumi
Asubiaro 

All Participants Monday 28th July, 2025 
9.00 AM – 9.30 AM 

Plenary Session III: 
Channelling Talent into
Research 

Dr. Tayo Owoeye 9.30 AM – 10.30 AM 

10.30 AM – 11:15 AM CONVERSATION WITH A SPECIAL GUEST 

Host 
Dr. Mirian Ngozi
Alike 

Host 
Dr. Ruth Amwe 

Workshop XII: Skills and
Practice 
The Power of Critical Thinking 

Workshop XIII: Syllabus and
Curriculum Development 
Designing Effective and
Engaging Learning 
Experiences 

Prof. Marta Figlerowicz 11.15 AM – 12.15 AM

12.15 AM – 1.15 PM Prof. Cheryl Sterling 

Host 
Dr. Nkatha Kabira

Plenary Session IV 
Innovative 'bridge contracts' 

Prof. Jonathan
Greenacre 

1.30 AM - 2.45 PM 
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DAY 9

Workshop XV: Skills and
Practice 
Transforming Research
Findings into Scholarly 
Publications 

3.45 PM – 4.45 PM Prof. Douglas Buttrey Host 
Prof. Tope
Olomola 

Workshop XIV: Media and
Technology in the
Classroom: Academic
Writing, Research Writing,
Citations, and Sources. 

Plenary Session V: 
Making Interdisciplinarity
Work Outside 
Academia 

Host: 
Dr. Khadijat
Adedeji-Olona 

Dr. Kola Aliyu 2.45 AM - 3.45 PM 

4.45pm - 5.45pm Prof. Cyril Obi Host 
Dr. Catherine
Oyetunji-
Alemede  

Workshop XVI: Skills and
Practice 
Beyond Academia: Practical
Steps for Narrating History 

Lecture I: Entrepreneurship
Lecture Entrepreneurship
Meets Scholarship 

Tuesday 29th July
2025 
9.00 AM – 10.15 AM 

Prof. Olutayo Adesina Host 
Dr. Olatunde
Ogunbiyi 

10.15 AM - 11.30 AM Dr. Abiodun Adegbile Host 
Dr. Ayotunde
Ibidunni

Workshop XVII: Skills and
Practice 
Dissertation Supervision
Strategies for Early-
Career Faculty 

11.30 AM - 12.30 PM Prof. Victor Counted Host 
Bukunmi Ajani

12.30 PM - 1.15 PM LUNCH 

Panel Discussion I: On
Academic Excellence and
Integrity 
Strategies for Upholding
Integrity 

1.15 PM - 2.30 PM Prof. Omotayo
Aregbesola 
Prof. Douglas Buttrey
Prof. Tope Olomola 
Prof. Marta Figlerowicz 
Prof. Bayo Amole 

Ayopo Anuoluwa
Sotade 
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DAY 10

Panel VIII: Translating African
Diaspora Literature for Social
Impact 

4.15pm - 5.30pm Prof. Cheryl Sterling Host 
Prof. Opeyemi
Ekundayo  

Panel Discussion II: Digital
Networking in Academia 

Host 
Dr. Modupe
Oziofu Ala  

Prof. Cheryl Sterling 
Prof. Oyeronke
Olademo 

2.30 PM - 3.45 PM 

3.45 PM – 4.15 PM NETWORKING BREAK 

12.45 PM – 1.45 PM LUNCH 

Panel IX: 
Researching Popular Culture 

Wednesday 30th July,
2025 
9.00 AM – 10.15 AM

10.15 AM – 11.30 AM 

Prof. Marta Figlerowicz 
Prof. Gbemisola Adeoti 
Dr. Ademola Adesola 

Prof. Olufemi Vaughan 
Prof. Olutayo Adesina 

Host 
Prof. Tunde
Decker 

Host 
Dimeji Ogunoye

Panel X: 
Biographies as Tools for
Scholarly 
Transformation 

11.30 AM – 12.45 AM 

Panel XI: Academic Writing
Working Together on Book
Publishing 

Prof. Afe Adogame
Prof. Cyril Obi 
Prof. Tunde Decker

1.45 PM – 3.00 PM Host 
Dr. Sheila Otieno 
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Lecture II: 
4th Babatunde Ogunnaike
Annual STEM Lecture 

Professor Bamidele
Adebisi MBE 
(Professor in Intelligent
Infrastructure Systems
Head, Smart
Infrastructure and
Industry Research (SIIR)
Group Department of
Engineering,
Manchester
Metropolitan University
Manchester, United
Kingdom) 

Host 
Tulani Francis
Matenga 

SCHEDULE



DAY 11

Panel XIV: Understanding the
Global Political Landscape for
Scholarship 

Thursday 31st July,
2025 
9.00 AM – 10.15 AM 

Prof. Abiodun Alao 
Prof. Tunde Lawuyi 
Prof. Jacob Olupona 
Prof. Bayo Amole 

Prof. Marta Figlerowicz 
Prof. Oyeniyi Okunoye 
Prof. Morenike Ukpong 

Prof. Cyril Obi 

Host 
Tosin Elufowoju
(Esq.)  

Panel XIII:  
Maximizing Grant
Opportunities 

Host 
Prof. Melvin
Agunbiade 

Dr. Olusegun Titus 
Prof. Afe Adogame 
Prof. Olutayo Adesina 

4.30 PM – 5.30 PM 

12.45 PM – 1.30 PM LUNCH 

10.15 AM – 11.30 AM Plenary Session VI: 
Streamlining the
Interdisciplinary and 
Intellectual Collaborations 

Workshop XVIII: Skills and
Practice 
Managing Research Projects 

11.30 AM – 12.45 PM Host 
Amenaghawon
Idawu 

Host 
Prof. Cheryl
Sterling 

Panel XV: Diction and
Semiotics in Researching
Trauma- prone Communities 

Plenary Session VII: Past
Fellows’ Progress 

Host 
Dr. Mirian Ngozi
Alike 

Prof. Taiwo Soneye1.30 PM – 2.30 PM 

Panelists 
Dr. Chigozie Samuel
Nwaka Ayopo
Anuoluwa Sotade 
Dr. Pamela Nwakanma
Olusegun Elemo
Amenaghawon Idawu
Odunola Saheed 
Bunmi Enigbokan 

Host 
Dr. Tayo Owoeye
Dimeji Ogunoye  

2.30 PM – 3.30 PM 
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4.15 PM – 4.30 PM NETWORKING BREAK 

Panel XII: Path to Academic
Leadership 
Charting the Path through
Academic 
Leadership 

Prof. Omotayo
Aregbesola 
Prof. Oyeniyi Okunoye 
Prof. Jacob Olupona 
Prof. Marta Figlerowicz 
Prof. Bayo Amole 

Host 
Dr. Khedidja
Chergui

3.00 PM – 4.15 PM 

SCHEDULE



DAY 12

Workshop XXI - Working with
Texts 
Mastering Textual Analysis:
Pre-Text 

11.45 AM – 12.45 PM Host 
Sunday
Oluwaseun
Ukaewan 

Panel XVI: 
Co-editing Book: In the
Twilight of Time 

Open Forum V: Africa and
the World 
Sustainable Global Futures 

Host 
Prof. Afe
Adogame 

Host 
Dr. Samathan
Lakin 

Prof. Jacob Olupona 
Oluwole Akinyosoye 

Prof. Damilola
Agbalajobi 
Prof. Abiodun Alao 
Dr. Olubanke Davies 
Prof. Funso Adesola 

Friday 1st August,
2025 
9.00 AM – 10.30 AM

10.30 AM – 11.45 AM 

1.15 PM – 2.00 PM LUNCH 

Prof. Doris Sommer 

12.45 PM – 1.15 PM CONVERSATION WITH THE CONVENER
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Workshop XX: Skills and
Practice 
Grant Writing II: Grant Writing
for Small 
Awards 

Prof. Margaret Lombe
Prof. Afe Adogame
Prof. Henrietta
Nyamnjoh

Dr. Oyeyemi
Babalola 

4.30 PM – 5.30 PM 

Prof. Ogunnaike
Ayodeji 

Workshop XIX - Ethnography:
Shaping African Epistemology 

3.30 PM – 4.30 PM Host 
Dr. Sheila Otieno 

Panel XVII: 
IIAS Hub Representatives
Forum: News from the Hubs
Reports 

2.00 PM – 3.00 PM Host 
Dr. Tayo Owoeye
Dr. Oluwatoyin
Ikuteyijo 

Speakers 
Dr. Mirian Ngozi Alike – 
SouthEast/South-South
Hub 
Adewale Onagbesan –
S/West Hub 
Safiya Johnson – North
Hub 
Dr. Khedidja Chergui –
Algeria Hub 
Tulani Francis Matenga 
Zambia Hub 
Dr. Mokake Levi -
Cameroon Hub 

SCHEDULE



DINNER 6.00 pm – 8.00pm Host Facilitators
Prof. David
Ogungbile Dr.
Sheila Otieno 
Dr. Tayo Owoeye

Open Forum VI: 
Reflections 

Host Facilitator
Professor Jacob
Olupona  

Professors, Faculty
Members, 
Mentors and Fellows
 
Faculty Members,
Mentors, Fellows 
and Invited Guests 

3.00 PM - 4.00 PM 
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Dr. Nasubo Fred – Kenya
Hub 
Miriam Njoroge - Kenya
Hub 
Dimeji Ogunoye – IIAS
Hub Support 
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Nigeria (WAT) 09:00 AM

London, United Kingdom 09:00 AM 12:00 PM 03:00 PM 

New York, USA 04:00 AM 07:00 AM 10:00 AM 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 11:00 AM 02:00 PM 05:00 PM 

Nairobi, Kenya 11:00 AM 02:00 PM 05:00 PM 

Johannesburg, South Africa 10:00 AM 01:00 PM 

Tokyo, Japan 05:00 PM 08:00 PM 11:00 PM 

Adelaide, Australia 05:30 PM 08:30 PM n 11:30PM

Kingston, Jamaica 03:00 AM 06:00 AM  09:00 AM 

Cairo, Egypt 11:00 AM 02:00 PM 05:00 PM 

Islamabad, Pakistan 01:00 PM 04:00 PM 07:00 PM 

New Delhi, India 01:30 PM 04:30 PM 07:30 PM 

Toronto, Canada 04:00 AM 07:00 AM 10:00 AM 

Montevideo, Uruguay 05:00 AM 08:00 AM 11:00 AM 

09:00 AM

ttps://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html?iso=20250721T080000&p1=125&p2=136&p3=179&p4=214&p5=170&p6=111&p7=248&p8=tz_
aet&p9=14&p10=tz_pkt&p11=176&p12=tz_uyt 

TIME ZONE CONVERTER FOR VIRTUAL PARTICIPANTS OF IFE SUMMER INSTITUTE 2025 
Ile-Ife, Nigeria [West African Time] is the base time; Eastern Daylight Time [EDT] is for

participants from the US 

12:00 PM 03:00 PM 
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04:00 PM 

11:30 PM 

https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/india/new-delhi
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html?iso=20250721T080000&p1=125&p2=136&p3=179&p4=214&p5=170&p6=111&p7=248&p8=tz_aet&p9=14&p10=tz_pkt&p11=176&p12=tz_uyt%20
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html?iso=20250721T080000&p1=125&p2=136&p3=179&p4=214&p5=170&p6=111&p7=248&p8=tz_aet&p9=14&p10=tz_pkt&p11=176&p12=tz_uyt%20
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html?iso=20250721T080000&p1=125&p2=136&p3=179&p4=214&p5=170&p6=111&p7=248&p8=tz_aet&p9=14&p10=tz_pkt&p11=176&p12=tz_uyt%20
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PROFILE

PROF. DAVID O.
ÒGÚNGBILÉ

PROF. JACOB
OLUPONA

PROF. OLUTAYO
ADESINA

PROF. NEIL
ROOS

Jacob Olupona is Professor of African Religious Traditions, and Professor of African and
African American Studies at Harvard University, USA. Olupona is the Convener of the Ife
Institute of Advanced Studies. He has authored and edited several books concerned with
interpreting Nigerian and African religious traditions, including his book, City of 201 Gods:
Ile-Ife in Time, Space and the Imagination (2011) which won the Harvard Cabot Fellowship
Award. He was the 2019 recipient of the Martin E. Marty award for the Public
Understanding of Religion. He was recently elected to the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences. He can be reached at: olupona@fas.harvard.edu

Neil Roos is a South African Social Historian and Professor of History at the University of
Fort Hare, where he is also dean of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences.
Additionally, he is co-implementer of the South African Department of Higher Education
and Training’s national collaborative Future Professors Programme. He took his doctoral
degree at the University of Bophuthatswana, one of the so-called "homeland" universities
on South Africa’s rural periphery. His research is animated by a focus on histories of
everyday life in societies marked by great inequality. Unlike most social historians of South
Africa, he is interested not so much in those who defied segregation and apartheid but
rather in the history of beneficiaries and perpetrators. Over many years he has written
about

David O. Ògúngbilé is a Professor of Comparative Religion and African Religions at
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. His research engagement is deeply rooted in
and drawn from ethnographic data and sources, which is on the various manifestations,
expressions, and the dynamics of religions (Indigenous Religion, Islam and Christianity) in
Africa. You can reach him at: dogungbile@gmail.com

Olutayo Charles Adesina is a Professor of History in the Department of History, University
of Ibadan, Nigeria, and the current British Academy Global Professor of History affiliated
with the Department of History, School of Arts, Languages and Cultures, University of
Manchester, United Kingdom. A distinguished Fellow of the Nigerian Academy of Letters
(FNAL), the apex organisation of humanistic scholars in Nigeria, Prof Adesina has taught
for over three decades at the University of Ibadan, Nigeria. An alumnus of the Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Prof. Adesina’s work was selected in 2024 as one of the eight
proposals for the 2023/2024 British Academy Global Professorship Award. This was for his
research proposal entitled 'The Town and Gown Interface: Ibadan and the Decolonisation
of

C O O R D I N A T O R ,  I I A S

C O N V E N E R ,  I I A S

C O O R D I N A T O R ,  I I A S

     Social Knowledge in the 20th Century.'His most current publication is Adebayo A.G. and Adesina, O.C. (eds),
Critical and Contentious Issues in the Modern and Contemporary History of Nigeria: Collected Writings of
Samuel Olusegun Osoba, Ile-Ife, Nigeria: Obafemi Awolowo University Press, 2024. Prof. Adesina is the current
Editor of Africa Review; an interdisciplinary academic journal of the African Studies Association of India
published by Brill, The Netherlands. He can be reached at: olutayo27@gmail.com

      the complex anatomy of white everyday life in modern South Africa, asking questions about
accommodation, choice and docility, as well as racism, racial identity and racial violence. These are
uncomfortable questions about unfashionable subjects, and they feature in his most recent book, Ordinary
Whites in Apartheid Society: social histories of accommodation. He can be reached at: nroos@ufh.ac.za
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K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R
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PROF. OLUWATOPE
AYODEJI

PROF. MORENIKE
UKPONG

DR. LUKMAN
OLASUNKANMI

PROF. ADESANMI
AKINSULORE

16 IIAS 2025

PROFILE

Morenike Ukpong is a Professor of Paediatric Dentistry at Obafemi Awolowo University,
Ile-Ife. She has published extensively on ethical considerations in the design and
implementation of clinical trials during the Ebola emergency in West Africa. She also
serves as the Deputy Director of the College of Health Sciences’ Partnership and Research
Advancement Unit and Coordinates the Research and Innovation Support Unit. She is the
current executive director of the Central Office of Research, Obafemi Awolowo University.
Recently, her work on adolescent sexual, reproductive health and rights, and gender justice
led to changes in policy and programs for adolescents living with HIV in Nigeria. She was
recently inducted into the Nigerian Academy of Science. You can reach her at:
toyinukpong@yahoo.co.uk

Akinsulore Adesanmi is a Consultant Psychiatrist at the Obafemi Awolowo University
Teaching Hospitals Complex and a Professor at the Department of Mental Health, Obafemi
Awolowo University. His primary research focuses on Public Mental Health, Adolescent
Mental Health and Schizophrenia. Dr. Adesanmi started as lecturer I in the Department
and now he is currently a Professor. He is a volunteer member and facilitator of the
foundation for the care and resettlement of the mentally ill (CAREMI) and Centre for
Mental Health Research and Initiative (CEMHRI). He can be reached at:
sanmilore@oauife.edu.ng

Oluwatope Ayodeji is a Professor of Computer Science. He is a registered Engineer with
COREN, earlier in his career, he was the recipient of the National Award of Excellence by
the National University Research and Development Fair for the years 2004 and 2005. His
research interests include Computer Networks and the Internet, reconfigurable computing,
IoTs, and Knowledge Transfer. He is the lead researcher in the Commet Laboratory in the
Department of Computer Science and Engineering, OAU. He is a fellow of the Nigeria
Young Academy and the Heidelberger Laureate Forum, HLF 2015. Ayodeji has a working
relationship with industry giants in the IT sector, such as Chams (Nig) Plc and
Schlumberger Limited. He can be reached at: aoluwato@oauife.edu.ng

Dr Lukman is an Associate Professor with specialization in Physical Chemistry. Dr. Lukman
got his B.Sc.(Hons) degree in chemistry with a first class from OAU in 2007. His research
interest is in corrosion inhibition Electrochemistry, Theoretical and computational
chemistry. He is also a reviewer to many reputable journals. He is a member of the
American Chemical Society; he is also the recipient of the Kayode Adebowale National
Young Scientist Prize in Chemical Science in 2017. He is the current Vice-Dean Division of
Student Affairs, OAU, Ile-Ife. He can be reached at: loolasunkanmi@oauife.edu.ng

C O O R D I N A T O R ,  P H Y S I C A L  S C I E N C E S  S T R E A M

C O O R D I N A T O R ,  I I A S - S C I E N C E  I N S T I T U T E

C O O R D I N A T O R ,  B I O L O G I C A L / B I O M E D I C A L
S C I E N C E S  S T R E A M

C O O R D I N A T O R ,  T E C H N O L O G I C A L  S C I E N C E S  S T R E A M
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PROF. AKINYEMI
AKANNI

DR. OMOTAYO
(TAYO) OWOEYE

PROF. AFE
ADOGAME

PROFILE

Dr. Omotayo (Tayo) Owoeye is a Lecturer at the Department of Management, Glasgow
School for Business and Society (GSBS), teaching Graduate Apprenticeship, Strategic
Management, Management, Management of Innovation and Creativity, and Workbased
Learning. His professional interests include work-based and transformative learning,
employability, skill development, reflexivity, ethnography, and qualitative research
methodology. Before joining GCU (Department of Management in 2025, he was in IU2BE
(2023-2025)), Tayo was a tenured Associate Professor at Obafemi Awolowo University
(OAU) in Ile-Ife, Nigeria. He holds a DPhil in Social-Cultural Anthropology from the
University of Pretoria, South Africa, and an MBA from OAU. With 17 years of teaching and 

Afe Adogame is the Maxwell M. Upson Professor of Religion and Society and Chair of the
History and Ecumenics Department, Princeton Theological Seminary, NJ, USA. He is also
Professor Extraordinaire at the University of Stellenbosch, South Africa. His teaching and
research interests focus on interrogating new dynamics of religious experiences and
expressions in Africa and the African diaspora, with a particular focus on African
Christianity and new indigenous religious movements; the interconnectedness between
religion and migration, globalisation, politics, economy, media and the civil society. He
can be reached at: afe.adogame@ptsem.edu

Akinyemi Akanni Ibukun, PhD, is the Deputy Vice Chancellor, Research, Innovation and
Development at the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile Ife, Nigeria and a Professor in the
Department of Demography and Social Statistics at Obafemi Awolowo University. He has
mentored over 15 Ph.D and 30 M.Sc students across many Universities in Nigeria, South
Africa, and Switzerland. At the Obafemi Awolowo University, he was a former Executive
Director of the Central Office of Research (2022-2023), Director of Intellectual Property
and Technology Transfer Office (2016-2018) and head of Department of Demography and
Social Statistics (2015-2016). He was a Takemi Fellow (2018-2019) at the Chan School of
Public Health, Harvard University, Boston, USA, Gates’ Scholar at the of Bloomberg School
of Public Health, Baltimore,  USA (2004-2010), and a United Nations Fellow at the Univer-

I I A S  P R O G R A M  D I R E C T O R

primary research experience, Tayo's work focuses on qualitative research methodology, knowledge construction
and sharing, identity construction, everyday conversations, and the communication of worldviews in both
indigenous and modern technology contexts. His interdisciplinary research addresses human resource
management, capacity development, sustainability, and transformative learning. Tayo's rich academic
background includes being a 2011 BIARI (Brown University) Alumnus, a 2018 Summer Institute Fellow of Ife
Institute of Advanced Studies, a co-PI recipient of the 2021 Nagel/Emerging in African Realities Award, a 2022
Emory University Visiting Scholar, and a volunteer Program Director for the IIAS Association. He can be
reached at: Tayo.Owoeye@gcu.ac.uk

sity of Malta, Msida, Malta. He was a visiting researcher to many institutions including African Population and
Health Research, Nairobi, Kenya, and the University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa. He is on the Council of
the International Union for the Scientific Study of Population (IUSSP) and Union of African Population (UAPS)
Council. He is the Chair of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights/Family Planning (SRHR/FP) for the
Union of Africa Population Studies, a Member of Technical Advisory Group (TAG) (2023) Family Planning
Impact Consortium (FP-Impact) with Guttmacher Institute, USA, and, a Member of the FP2030 PME Working
Group FP2030, United Nations Foundation. He is a recipient of many awards including the prestigious Bixby
International Leadership award in 2021 and United Nation Scholar in Malta (2002). He can be reached at:
akakanni2@gmail.com
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PROFILE

PROF. ABIODUN
ALAO 

Simeon Ilesanmi is the Washington M. Wingate Professor of Religion and Director of
Graduate Studies at Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, North Carolina, United
States. He is the author of Religious Pluralism and the Nigerian State (1997), and
numerous articles and book chapters on African religion, ethics, war and politics. He serves
on the editorial boards of several learned journals. His research interests focus on human
rights, ethics of war, and religion, law, and politics in Africa. He was recently awarded the
Distinguished Professor of Religious Studies at Wake Forest University. He can be reached
at: ilesanmi@wfu.edu

Olubunmi O. Ashaolu is an Associate Professor in the Department of Foreign Languages,
OAU, Ile-Ife. She teaches French/Francophone literature and Critical theory at Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. Her research publication centers on Postcolonial
Studies with inclinations to Gender, Environment and Contemporary issues in Senegalese
and Congolese novels and film. Her critical work on African literature and cinema have
appeared in reputable journals and books in the US, UK, Africa, and South America. She is
a language consultant to the American Council of Teachers of Foreign Languages (ACTFL),
New York. She can be reached at: ashaolu.o@gmail.com

Funmi Togonu-Bickersteth is an Emeritus Professor of Psychology from Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. She served as Pro-Chancellor at the Federal University, Birnin-
Kebbi, Nigeria and Federal University, Gusau, Zamfara State, Nigeria. She also served as
the Deputy Vice-Chancellor at Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. Her academic
interests include studies on aging and poverty, entrepreneurship development, policy
development, and policy analysis. She can be reached at: funmibickersteth@yahoo.com

Genral on the Civil War in Sierra Leone. He co-authored the Concept Note for the Common Defence and
Security Policy for the Africa Union in 2003. He continues to hold Expert Adviser position for international
organisations like the African Union, ECOWAS and the United Nations. He held teaching and research position
at the Obafemi Awolowo University Ile Ife Nigeria and was also a Visiting Research Associate at the University
of Zimbabwe. He is also Visiting Professor at the Nigerian Defence Academy. He can be reached at:
charles.a.alao@kcl.ac.uk

Abiodun Alao is Professor of African Studies at the African Leadership Centre, King’s
College London and the Co-Chair, Africa Community of Practice at the College. He was
also the former Director, African Leadership Centre. Abiodun holds a Bachelor’s in History
and Masters in International Relations from the Universities of Ibadan and Ife respectively.
He holds a Doctorate in War Studies from King’s College London, where he was a Ford
Foundation Doctoral Scholar and also held the SSRC-MacArthur Post-Doctoral Fellowship.
Apart from extensive publications on African security issues, he has undertaken numerous
assignments for international organisations. In 2000, he was part of the team that
undertook a comprehensive Threat Assessment for Rwanda and between 2001 and 2002 he
was among the Team of Academic Experts that advised the Office of the UN Secretary 
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PROF. CHERYL
STERLING

PROF. AYODEJI
OGUNNAIKE

PROF. DAMILOLA
AGBALAJOBI

PROF. CYRIL
OBI

PROF. BAYO
AMOLE

PROFILE

Ayodeji Ogunnaike is an Assistant Professor of African Religions at the McGill University,
Montreal, Quebec, Canada. He had his B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. at Harvard University.
Professor Ogunnaike teaches interdisciplinary courses on Africa and the African Diaspora
that center around the important role religion plays in these communities. His main area
of research is indigenous Yoruba religion and Africa more broadly, but also Islam in Africa,
Christianity in Africa, and Afro-diasporic religions--particularly Brazilian Candomblé. He
also has a keen interest in African mythology and Ifa divination. You can reach him at:
ayodeji.ogunnaike@mcgill.ca.

Bayo Amole is an Architect and a Professor of Architecture at the Obafemi Awolowo
University in Ile-Ife, Nigeria. He was the Head of Department for more than 12 years where
he developed the first postgraduate programs. He was also the first to be an editor of the
faculty journal, organizing faculty conferences and workshops on research in architecture
in Nigeria. He was the editor of the monograph series Architecture Files. He was also the
chairman for the implementation of new university projects’ at the Obafemi Awolowo
University exposed him to campus designs across the country. Bayo has held various
leadership positions in architectural councils, associations and institutes. He can be
reached at: dolapoamole@gmail.com

Cheryl Sterling is an Associate Professor of English and African Studies, Penn State
University. She is a Fulbright Scholar and currently serves as Vice President for ASWAD,
Association for the Study of the Worldwide African Diaspora. Her research interests
overlap the areas of representation and aesthetics in African and Diaspora Literature,
Expressive Social and Cultural Movements, and Africana Feminism. Her latest publication
is Transnational Africana Women’s Fiction (Routledge 2022). She is currently working on a
book that creates Aesthetic theory based on Yoruba Orisha paradigms. She can be reached
at: casterling@gmail.com.

Cyril Obi is a Program Director at the Social Science Research Council (SSRC), Brooklyn,
New York. He leads the SSRC’s African Peacebuilding Network (APN) and the Next
Generation Social Sciences in Africa programs. He has published extensively. He is
currently an honorary fellow at the University of Edinburgh, UK; and an Extraordinary
Professor, Centre for Gender and African Studies, University of the Free State, South
Africa. He can be reached at: obi@ssrc.org

Damilola Taiye Agbalajobi is a Professor of Political Science at Obafemi Awolowo
University. Her work focuses specifically on Gender Studies, the role of women in
peacebuilding and conflict resolution and political settlement Analysis. Her latest book:
"Promoting Gender Equality in Political Participation" (2021) analyses patterns of women's
political participation and evaluates disparity between levels of women's participation in
politics and representation in governance in Nigeria. He can be reached at:
dtagbalajobi@gmail.com.
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PROF. DORIS
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Doris Sommer is Ira and Jewell Williams Professor of Romance Languages and Literatures
and of African and African American Studies. She is founder of "Cultural Agents," an
Initiative at Harvard and an NGO dedicated to reviving the civic mission of the Humanities.
Her academic and outreach work promotes development through arts and humanities,
specifically through “Pre-Texts” in Boston Public Schools, throughout Latin America and
beyond. Pre-Texts is an arts-based training program for teachers of literacy, critical
thinking, and citizenship. Among her books are Foundational Fictions: The National
Romances of Latin America (1991) about novels that helped to consolidate new republics;
Proceed with Caution when Engaged by Minority Literature (1999) on a rhetoric of
particularism; Bilingual Aesthetics: A New Sentimental Education (2004) for our times of

Douglas J. Buttrey is Professor Emeritus in the Department of Chemical and Biomolecular
Engineering at the University of Delaware. He received his BS degree in biology from Wayne
State University and his MS and PhD from Purdue University in biochemistry and physical
chemistry, respectively. In 1984-85 he was the Sohio postdoctoral fellow in the Department
of Physical Chemistry at the University of Cambridge, working with Professor Sir John
Meurig Thomas, FRS. In 1986, he returned to Purdue University as a visiting assistant
professor with joint appointments in Chemistry, Physics, and the School of Materials
Science and Engineering. He moved to the University of Delaware in late 1987. Professor
Buttrey’s research interests involve the synthesis and characterization of complex
lectronic, magnetic, and catalytic materials. This research has resulted in approxi-

Gbemisola Adeoti is a Professor of Literature in the English Department of Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile Ife. His areas of teaching and research include Dramatic
Literature, Popular Culture, Literary History/Theory. He is the author of Stoning the Wind,
his latest poetry collection. He can be reached at: ayinla80@yahoo.com

contested immigration; and The Work of Art in the World: Civic Agency and Public Humanities (2014). Sommer
has enjoyed and is dedicated to developing good public school education. She has a B.A. from New Jersey's
Douglass College for Women, and Ph.D. from Rutgers University. She can be reached at: dsommer9@gmail.com

mately 100 publications with over 7,700 citations. His expertise includes advanced methods for structural
characterization using synchrotron X-ray diffraction, neutron diffraction, and high-resolution transmission
electron microscopy. He has held visiting professorships in Brazil, France, Germany, Nigeria, and Poland, as
well as at several institutions in the US. Since 2008, he has worked actively with the Nelson Mandela Institution
on a project to establish the African University of Science and Technology in Abuja, Nigeria. He is committed to
providing underserved populations with educational opportunities in science and technology. He can be
reached at: dbuttrey@udel.edu.

Henrietta Nyamnjoh is a researcher with the Mobility and Migration Hub at the University
of Cape Town. Prior to this, she was a researcher with South-South Migration, Inequality
and Development Hub at the same institution. Her research interests include Childhood
Migration and Inequalities, migration and mobilities, transnational studies, and migration
and health. Additionally, she is also interested in understanding religion in the context of
migration and religion and healing. Henrietta has researched and published widely on
religious healing among migrants in South Africa, drawing attention to migrants’
appropriation of Information and Communication Technologies, Hometown Associations
and migrant economy and everyday life. She can be reached at: hmambo@gmail.com
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Jonathan focuses on designing contracts to support new technological innovations in
Africa and other developing regions. He draws on frameworks from New Institutional
Economics. Jonathan’s current focus is ‘bridge institutions’ which firms and governments
are using to move into rural and frontier areas in Africa. He is exploring mobile money in
Kenya, ‘Hello Tractor’ which is a so-called ‘Uber for tractor’ sharing app in Nigeria, and the
‘Bboxx’ micro-solar energy service in Rwanda. Jonathan has a Masters and a PhD from
Oxford University. He has provided policy advice to the United Nations, International
Monetary Fund, Gates Foundation, World Bank, and central banks in Africa and the Pacific.
Professor Greenacre’s areas of expertise include Fintech, Law and Technology, New
Institutional Economics, and Regulatory Theory and Practice. He can be reached at:
jongre@bu.edu

Dr. Krystal Strong is Associate Professor of Black Studies in Education in the Education,
Culture, and Society program. A scholar-activist and anthropologist by training, her
research and teaching use ethnographic, participatory, multimodal, and archival methods
to investigate youth and community activism, global Black social movements, and the role
of education as a site of struggle in Africa and the African Diaspora. Dr. Strong is the
recipient of multiple awards and fellowships, including a 2023 AERA Critical Educators for
Social Justice Scholar Activist Award, 2022 NAEd/Spencer Postdoctoral Fellowship, 2022
CIES African Diaspora Emerging Scholar Award, and a 2017 Council on Anthropology and
Education Presidential Early Career Fellowship. A longtime community organizer, Dr.
Strong brings commitments to racial justice and the lessons of grassroots  activism to her
scholarship and pedagogy. She can be reached at: krystal.strong@rutgers.edu

Olubola Babalola is a Nigerian quantity surveyor, academic and researcher. She is a
Professor at the Obafemi Awolowo University, (OAU), Ile-Ife, where she has taught since
1993. She is the first female professor of quantity surveying in Africa. She served as the
Dean of the Faculty of Environmental Design and Management at Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. She is currently the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic) at
Obafemi Awolowo University. She can be reached at: olubolalola@oauife.edu.ng

Prof Margaret Lombe is the Director of the BRIDGE program in the School of Social Work
at Boston University, USA. She specializes in international social development, with an
emphasis on social inclusion/exclusion and capacity building. Her repertoire includes
research on poverty, methods for food security, livelihood and nutrition assessment along
with evaluation of social programs and services. She has provided technical assistance and
conducted evaluations for both governmental and Non-Governmental Organizations in
local and international settings. She serves as an advisor to the United Nations (UNDESA
&amp; UNHABITAT) and has led and participated in a number of Experts Group Meetings
(EGM) on inclusion/exclusion. She can be reached at: lombem@bu.edu 

Marta Figlerowicz is Professor of Comparative Literature at Yale University. She is a
Guggenheim Fellow and author of Flat Protagonists and Spaces of Feeling as well as more
than a hundred articles, reviews, and essays. Her translations from Polish have appeared in
PMLA and The Paris Review. She can be reached at: marta.figlerowicz@yale.edu
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PROF. MELVIN
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PROFILE

PROF. OLUFEMI
VAUGHAN

Melissa Wood Bartholomew (she/her), MDiv ’15, is the Associate Dean for Community and
Belonging and Lecturer on Community and Belonging at Harvard Divinity School. She is a
Christ-centered minister and a racial justice and healing practitioner committed to a
multifaith, multidisciplinary, Afrocentric approach to healing justice rooted in the African
philosophy of Ubuntu, restorative justice, and love. Her research interests include the
impact of racism, incarceration, and other systems of oppression on the mental health of
Black people and the role of religion and spirituality in their resistance. She serves as part-
time faculty at Boston College where she teaches restorative justice at the School of Law
and has taught diversity in the School of Social Work. She can be reached at:
mbartholomew@hds.harvard.edu

Ojo Melvin Agunbiade is a Professor at the Department of Sociology and Anthropology,
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife. He teaches sociological theory, social research
methods, and sociology of health. His research interests include sexual health, ageing,
youth, gender and society, traditional medicine, and develop ment. Ojo holds a Bachelor of
Science and a Master of Science Degree in Sociology and Anthropology, both degrees
obtained at the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. With the award of a Doctoral
Fellowship by the Consortium for Advanced Research Training in Africa (CARTA), he
proceeded to the University of Witwatersrand, South Africa, to study a PhD in Health
Sociology. The invaluable support from the University and CARTA gave him an edge to
complete his PhD thesis entitled “Socio-Cultural Constructions of Sexuality and Help-
Seeking

Nanre Nafziger is an educator-organizer-scholar who serves her various communities
through writing, research, teaching, and pan-Africanist organizing. Nanre’s research
contributes to debates and collective knowledge production in the areas of critical
education policy studies, Black/African Studies in Education, decolonial approaches to
education, global critical race theory, critical youth studies, Black/Africana social
movements, youth participatory action research; and the role of civil society in education
and democratic nation-building in the Global South. She can be reached at:
nanre.nafziger@mcgill.ca

          Behaviour Among Elderly Yoruba People in Urban Ibadan, Southwest Nigeria”. He has published in
reputable peer-reviewed journals and academic books. He can be reached at: oagunbiade@oauife.edu.ng

Olufemi Vaughan is the Alfred Sargent Lee '41 and Mary Farley Ames Lee Professor of Black
Studies at Amherst College, USA. Vaughan’s research has revolved round the following
major issues in African historical, political, and sociological studies: state-society relations
in Africa; colonial African societies; politics and society in post-colonial African states;
traditional political and social structures in modern Africa; African migrations,
transnationalism, and globalization; religion and state formation in Nigeria; literacy,
kinship, and elite consolidation in modern Nigeria. He can be reached at
ovaughan@amherst.edu
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PROF. SHEILA
OTIENO

PROF. OMOTAYO
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PROF. OPEYEMI
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PROFILE

PROF. OYENIYI
OKUNOYE

Prof. Omotayo A. Aregbesola is a Professor of Postharvest Engineering and current Vice-
Dean, Faculty of Technology, OAU, Ile-Ife. She specializes in appropriate processing,
storage and handling systems for food systems. She holds both Undergraduate (B.Sc.) and
Graduate (M.Sc. and Ph.D.) degrees in Agricultural Engineering from Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. She is one of the lead researchers/lecturers of the postharvest
subdivision in the Department of Agricultural and Environmental Engineering, Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile Ife, Nigeria, having put in more than two decades of service in the
department. In recent years, Prof. Omotayo Aregbesola has been passionate about the use
of alternate sources of energy for postharvest systems. This has led to the studies on
harnessing the use of solar energy, in particular for food systems, this has led to the super-

Opeyemi Oyewunmi Ekundayo is a Professor of Psychology and the current Director at
Center for Gender and Social Policy Studies, OAU, Ile-Ife. She is an esteemed lecturer and
researcher with expertise in developmental psychology, human sexuality, gender and
qualitative data collection/analysis. Her passion for education drives her to positively
impact the lives of her students through exceptional teaching and mentorship. Her
research focuses on human sexuality and she fosters a safe space for students to explore
sexual behaviour, orientation, and expression. Encouraging open discussions, she
empowers students to understand this sensitive topic. Opeyemi excels in qualitative data
collection and analysis using AtLAS.ti, Nvivo and MAXQDA. She can be reached at:
opewunmi@gmail.com 

Oyeniyi Okunoye is Professor of English at Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria
where he recently served as Head. He earned his PhD from the University of Ibadan and
teaches African literature, literary theory, oral literature and research methods. His
research interests are in African poetry, Yoruba popular poetry and Nigerian short fiction.
He has held the Harry Oppenheimer Fellowship, the British Academy Visiting Fellowship,
the Alexander von Humboldt Research Fellowship, CODESRIA Grant for Advanced
Research, the Cambridge/Africa Collaborative Research Fellowship and is involved in a
research awarded a grant of the Nigerian Tertiary Education National Research Fund. He
has been a visiting researcher at the Universities of Cape Town, Birmingham, Bayreuth and 

Dr. Sheila Otieno is an Assistant Professor of Religion at Centre College in Kentucky, USA.
A self-proclaimed Africanist, Sheila holds a PhD in Social Ethics from Boston University.
She is originally from Nairobi, Kenya, and is passionate about building epistemological
tools and methods for doing African Social Ethics that speak to African contexts and
dissect ethical issues particular to Africa. Her research interests lie in global political
theory, transnationalism, postcolonial approaches, religious ethics, and cultural influences
on moral formation. Sheila's doctoral research was on digital social movements and their
revolutionizing power to transform the public square. She is a 2018 Summer Institute
Fellow and member of the IIAS Secretariat. She can be reached at: sheila.otieno@gmail.com

Cambridge. He has publications in several high impact journals around the world, and is Editor to notable
journals in the field. He can be reached at: ookunoye@yahoo.com

23IIAS 2025

9TH ANNUAL
SUMMER INSTITUTE IIA

S 
20

25

vision of a number of graduate and undergraduate students in this area. Prof. Aregbesola looks forward to
contributing to TEA-LP courses in the area of energy monitoring, evaluation and adaptation, especially for
optimising energy usage in food handling systems. She can be reached at: soaregbs@oauife.edu.ng
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PROFILE

PROF. TOPE
OLOMOLA

Taiwo Soneye is a Professor of English at the Obafemi Awolowo University, Nigeria. She is
the co-annotator of the One million word International Corpus of English, Nigeria (ICE-
Nig). Her research focuses on the Phonology and phonetics of English; the Phonology of
Nigerian Pidgin, Language Attitudes and Language Ideologies. Her recent work is a De
Gruyter Mouton published review of the book, "Nigerian English" by David Jowitt (2019).
You can reach her at soneyes2002@yahoo.com

Temitope Olomola is a Professor of Organic Chemistry at Obafemi Awolowo University,
Ile-Ife, Nigeria. His research thrust involves using basic synthetic chemistry to find
solutions to the ‘poor man’s diseases’, which are particularly endemic to Africa (such as
HIV-1, sickle cell anaemia and malaria). He was a visiting researcher to University of
Southampton (2015) and University of South Africa (2018-2020). Temitope is a Fellow of
the Nigerian Young Academy (NYA), the Africa Science Leadership Program (ASLP) and
the Ife Institute of Advanced Studies (IIAS). He currently serves as the Editor-in-Chief
(Physical Sciences) of the Ife Journal of Science and is a Sectional Editor (Chemical
Sciences) of the Annals of Science and Technology (the official journal of the Nigerian
Young Academy). He can be reached at: tolomola@gmail.com

Tracey Hucks is a nationally known and esteemed scholar of Africana Studies and
American Religious History. She was the James A. Storing Professor of Religion and
Africana and Latin American Studies in Colgate university. She was the James D. Vail III
Professor and chair of the Africana Studies Department, and at Haverford College. In 1995,
she was a resident graduate scholar at Obafemi Awolowo University in Nigeria. She is the
author of Yoruba Traditions and African American Religious Nationalism. Huck's most
recent publication is Obeah, Orisa and Religious Identity in Trinidad: Volume One:
Africans in the White Colonial Imagination. Hucks has conducted research in several
countries, including Brazil, Cuba, Nigeria, England, France, Trinidad, Jamaica, Kenya, and
Tanzania. In addition to her numerous awards, fellowships, and distinctions, she was also

Tunde Decker is a Professor of History in the Department of History and International
Studies and Dean Faculty of Humanities, Osun State University. He researches the
thoughts, emotions, self-apprehensions, and memory of everyday people in colonial and
postcolonial periods and examines how these people engage society in their
consciousnesses. He uses phenomenological and textual approaches to investigate
everyday human experiences and to explain how life on the streets serves as fundamental
documentation in the understanding of self-consciousness in colonial and post-colonial
urban culture. His research has been funded by the Leventis Foundation in London, the
Africa-Oxford Initiative in Oxford, the Urban Studies Foundation in Scotland, the
American Council of Learned Societies African Humanities Program, the Graduate
Institute
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PROF. TAIWO
SONEYE

an elected member of the Program Committee of the American Academy of Religion, elected member of the
Executive Committee of the Society for the Study of Black Religion, and is currently a member of the
Corporation of Haverford College. She can be reached at: thucks@hds.harvard.edu

               of International and Development Studies in Geneva Switzerland and the University of Ghana, Legon.
He was at different times, visiting scholar at Oxford University, University of Birmingham, the SOAS University
of London, Cambridge University, the University of Ibadan, Nigeria and the University of Ghana, Legon. He is
the author of three books and articles in journals. He can be reached at: tundedecker@gmail.com

PROF. TUNDE
DECKER
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Professor Olatunde Bayo Lawuyi is Professor of Anthropology, University of Ibadan,
Nigeria. He was first full professor of Anthropology in University of Transkei, Umtata,
South Africa and the first full Professor of Anthropology in the Department of Archaeology
and Anthropology, University of Ibadan where he is engaged in restructuring postgraduate
training in Anthropology. He was a member of Ladoke Akintola University of Technology,
Ogbomoso Governing Council and Director of Research and Conferences, Pan African
Association of Anthropologists. His areas of specialization are popular culture, urban
anthropology and development studies. He can be reached at: oblawuyi2008@yahoo.com

Victor Counted, PhD, is a Psychological Scientist specializing in human flourishing,
wellbeing, and the Psychology of Religion. He is an Associate Professor of Psychology and
Director of Research and Sponsored Programs at Regent University. His research examines
the psychological, religious/spiritual, and socio-environmental processes that shape health
and well-being across cultures. He is also a faculty affiliate of Harvard University’s Human
Flourishing Program and Associate Editor of The Journal of Positive Psychology. You can
reach him at vcounted@regent.edu

Bamidele Adebisi is a Professor in Intelligent Infrastructure Systems, and Director of Smart
Infrastructure and Industry Research Group at Manchester Metropolitan University, UK. He
received master's degree in Advanced Mobile Communication Engineering and Ph.D. in
Communication Systems both from Lancaster University, UK. Before that, he obtained
B.Eng. Electrical Engineering from Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria. His research is
in embedding sensing, communication, control, and data analytic technologies in critical
infrastructure, i.e., water, energy, buildings, etc., He has published over 185 peer-review
papers and given talks/panel discussions in the research areas of industry 4.0, internet of
things, smart cities, smart grids, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity and cyber physical
systems. He has been part of multi-partner, multi-country, multi-million pounds projects

as Investigator funded by the EPSRC, Innovate UK, DFID, BEIS, etc. He has a strong record of accomplishment
of attracting industrial related grants through Knowledge Transfer Partnership (KTP). One of such projects
received the UK Best KTP Project of the Year Awards in September 2020. Bamidele is a Fellow of IET, Senior
member of IEEE, a Fellow of Higher Education Academy and a Chartered Engineer. He can be reached at:
b.adebisi@mmu.ac.uk

PROF. BAMIDELE
ADEBISI MBE 

DR. ABIODUN
ADEGBILE

Abiodun Adegbile is an Associate Professor in Management (International business and
Entrepreneurship) at Birmingham City Business School, Birmingham City University. He
holds a Ph.D. in Business Administration and Economics from the European University
Viadrina, Germany. He is a Senior Fellow of the UK Higher Education Academy and has
previously held academic positions at Nottingham Business School and Coventry Business
School. His research interests encompass international business, entrepreneurship, and
strategic management, with a particular focus on African developing economies and other
emerging markets. He also has a keen interest in the application of Artificial Intelligence
(AI) in business, particularly how AI-driven strategies can enhance decision-making,
competiveness, and innovation within organisations. He has authored several articles in
top     refereed academic journals and actively contributes to the academic community through various roles,
including serving on scientific committees, peer reviewers and editorial boards. Beyond academia, he is actively
engaged in consultancy for businesses, providing expert insights on market entry strategies, business growth,
and competitive positioning. His work bridges the gap between theory and practice, supporting organisations in
navigating complex business environments. He can be reached at: Abiodun.Adegbile@bcu.ac.uk

PROF. TUNDE
LAWUYI

PROF. VICTOR
COUNTED
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Ademola Adesola is an Assistant Professor of Postcolonial Literatures at the Department of
English, Languages, and Cultures, Mount Royal University, Canada. He completed his PhD
at the University of Manitoba, Canada; and his MA and BA are from Obafemi Awolowo
University, Nigeria. Ademola’s research and teaching interests are postcolonial literatures,
African/Black diaspora literatures, child soldier narratives, popular culture, and human
rights issues. Ademola has published essays and book chapters on African literature and
sociopolitical issues. His poems have appeared in different publications. Ademola’s latest
journal publication is “Child Soldier Narratives and the Underrepresentation of Females in
Fighting Forces,” (International Research in Children’s Literature, vol. 17, no. 2, 2024:
https://www.euppublishing.com/doi/abs/10.3366/ircl.2024.0561). Ademola’s monograph  

Ayodotun Stephen Ibidunni has over 15 years extensive administrative and research
experience as an academic, a management consultant and as a start-up mentor. He holds a
PhD degree in Business Administration (with specialization in Strategy & Operations
Management). Dr Ibidunni is a recipient of many international and national awards,
including being named multiple times among the top 500 researchers in Nigeria by
Elsevier. In November 2021, Dr Ibidunni joined Chrisland University as a Senior Lecturer
and Head of Business Administration Department at Chrisland University. He is also the
Director of the Center for Entrepreneurship and Leadership Development Studies (CELDS),
Chrisland University. He has published more than 130 articles in reputable international
peer-review journals, book chapters and conferences. In 2018, Dr Ibidunni became a
member 

Dr. Catherine Olajumoke Oyetunji-Alemede is a Senior lecturer at the Department of
Psychology, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile Ife. She is a social psychologist with specific
interest in marriage and family studies. She has published a number of papers in local and
international journals of repute. She has presented papers in both local and international
conferences. She is a fellow of the Ife institute of Advanced Studies (IIAS). She is a member
of Nigerian Psychology Association (NPA), Nigerian Association of Social Psychologists
(NASP), Association of Black Psychologists (ABPsi) and American Psychology Association
(APA), United States. She has worked at various capacities with many non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) and Faith based organisations (FBOs). She has special skills in
training facilitation and Advocacy/Community mobilisation. She can be reached at:
oyetunjialemede@gmail.com

on representations of child soldiers in contemporary African narratives will be published later this fall by
Bloomsbury Publishing PLC. He can be reached at: aadesola@mtroyal.ca 

       of the MSME cohort of the Nigerian Economic Summit Group (NESG). He can be reached at:
aibidunni@chrislanduniversity.edu.ng

Dr. Chibuzor Udokwu has a PhD in Software Engineering and advanced degrees in
Information Technology and Computer Engineering. His expertise bridges academia and
real-world applications. He is currently a Senior Researcher at ABC Research, he lead
projects at the intersection of blockchain technology, AI and supply chain systems. His
work focuses on delivering impactful solutions and disseminating findings to advance
software engineering methodologies. He can be reached at: chibuzor.udokwu@abc-
research.at

DR. CHIBUZOR
UDOKWU

26 IIAS 2025

https://www.euppublishing.com/doi/abs/10.3366/ircl.2024.0561).%20Ademola%E2%80%99s%20monograph%20on%20representations%20of%20child%20soldiers%20in%20contemporary%20African%20narratives%20will%20be%20published%20later%20this%20fall%20by%20Bloomsbury%20Publishing%20PLC.%20He%20can%20be%20reached%20at:%20aadesola@mtroyal.ca
https://www.euppublishing.com/doi/abs/10.3366/ircl.2024.0561).%20Ademola%E2%80%99s%20monograph%20on%20representations%20of%20child%20soldiers%20in%20contemporary%20African%20narratives%20will%20be%20published%20later%20this%20fall%20by%20Bloomsbury%20Publishing%20PLC.%20He%20can%20be%20reached%20at:%20aadesola@mtroyal.ca
mailto:oyetunjialemede@gmail.com
https://www.euppublishing.com/doi/abs/10.3366/ircl.2024.0561).%20Ademola%E2%80%99s%20monograph%20on%20representations%20of%20child%20soldiers%20in%20contemporary%20African%20narratives%20will%20be%20published%20later%20this%20fall%20by%20Bloomsbury%20Publishing%20PLC.%20He%20can%20be%20reached%20at:%20aadesola@mtroyal.ca
https://www.euppublishing.com/doi/abs/10.3366/ircl.2024.0561).%20Ademola%E2%80%99s%20monograph%20on%20representations%20of%20child%20soldiers%20in%20contemporary%20African%20narratives%20will%20be%20published%20later%20this%20fall%20by%20Bloomsbury%20Publishing%20PLC.%20He%20can%20be%20reached%20at:%20aadesola@mtroyal.ca
mailto:aadesola@mtroyal.ca
https://www.euppublishing.com/doi/abs/10.3366/ircl.2024.0561).%20Ademola%E2%80%99s%20monograph%20on%20representations%20of%20child%20soldiers%20in%20contemporary%20African%20narratives%20will%20be%20published%20later%20this%20fall%20by%20Bloomsbury%20Publishing%20PLC.%20He%20can%20be%20reached%20at:%20aadesola@mtroyal.ca
mailto:aibidunni@chrislanduniversity.edu.ng


PROFILE
9TH ANNUAL
SUMMER INSTITUTE IIA

S 
20

25

DR. CHIGOZIE
SAMUEL NWAKA

DR. DUROJAIYE
OWOEYE 

DR. ENOCH
GBADEGESIN

DR. GLORIA
AGHOGHO OKUNOLA 

DR. GODWIN
DANJUMA KWALBE

27IIAS 2025

Dr. Gloria Aghogho Okunola is a Lecturer in Educational Psychology at the Department of
Educational Foundations and Counselling, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife. She holds
a Ph.D. in Psychology of Education, with research interests in emotional well-being,
student engagement, competence, and mental health. A 2024 Fellow of the Ife Institute of
Advanced Studies, she brings interdisciplinary experience and is committed to advancing
psychological well-being, quality education, and collaborative scholarship that supports
health and learning outcomes across Africa. She can be reached at:
gaokunola@oauife.edu.ng

Dr. Chigozie Samuel Nwaka is both an academic and ecclesiastical leader. He is the
Proprietor and Rector of Covenant Theological Academy, established in 2023, where he is a
Senior Lecturer. Dr. Nwaka's academic focus encompasses African Christianity, World
Christianity, Church History, and Christian Theology. He can be reached at:
lookg08@gmail.com

Owoeye, Durojaiye teaches Literature-in-English at the Department of English, University
of Lagos, Akoka, Lagos State, Nigeria, albeit he had had teaching stints in two private
universities. Owoeye has a Doctorate in Literature-in-English, and three Master’s degrees,
one of which is in Communication and Language Arts. He is interested in the three main
literary genres, Literary Theory and Comparative Literature. He can be reached at:
duro_eye@yahoo.co.uk

Enoch Olujide Gbadegesin earned his Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts in Religious
Studies at Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria, in 1991 and 1998 respectively. He
obtained his Master of Theological Studies (MTS) from Harvard Divinity School, Harvard
University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, in 2008 and his PhD from Rice University, Houston,
Texas, in 2014, working under Professors Elias Bongmba of the Department of Religion and
James Faubion of the Department of Anthropology. Ggadegesin is an author of more than
30 peer-reviewed articles in journals, encyclopedia, and books in both local and
international outlets. He coedited a book with Yunusa K. Salami and Kola Abimbola titled
Ethics of Individualism and Communitarianism: Multidisciplinary Essays, published in the
United States by Harvest Day Publisher (2016). His research interest ocuses on gift and 

freciprocity, culture and family, interreligious dialogue, religion and ecology, and Aladura and Pentecostal
spirituality. He can be reached at: eogbadegesin@yahoo.com

Godwin Danjuma Kwalbe is Lecturer II at the Department of History and Strategic Studies,
Kaduna State University. He obtained his PhD from the University of Abuja with a
specialisation in Political History. Dr. Kwalbe is a clergy with over 10 years of pastoral
ordination and responsibility. He has published in local and international journals around
the subject of Intergroup Relations and good governance in Nigeria. He can be reached at:
kwalbe.godwin@kasu.edu.ng
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refugee experiences, post-colonialism and its tropes, trauma and reconciliation, and literary representations of
imperial legacies, among others. She can be reached at: chergui.english88@gmail.com
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DR. KHEDIDJA
CHERGUI

Khadijat Adedeji-Olona is a researcher and lecturer at the Faculty of Communication and
Media Studies, Lagos State University. Her research interests are diverse and include
gender, media, cultural, peace and film studies. She obtained her PhD in Communication
Studies from the same institution. Dr. Khadijat Adedeji is a qualitative data analyst and
professional trainer in ATLAS.ti and MAXQDA. She is a 2023 laureate of the Lagos Studies
Association (LSA) 2023/British Academy Writing Retreat. She can be reached at:
adekhad@gmail.com

Dr. Khedidja Chergui is an Associate Professor of African studies and a postcolonial and
world literature researcher at the Department of English, L’Ecole Normale Supérieure of
Algiers. She holds a BA in English Language and Literature from ENSC, a Magister in
African Studies from Algiers 2 University, and a Ph.D. in World Literature from Mouloud
Mammeri University. Dr. Chergui received several honours, grants, and awards: she is a
fellow of New York University's Multinational Institute of American Studies (2018), a 2021
fellow of Ife Institute of Advanced Studies in Nigeria, as she is a trainee and fellow of
several academic summer and winter programs in Berlin, Basel, Berkeley California,
Rwanda, and South Africa. In her teaching, publications, and academic work, she
investigates issues like identity and and displacement, minority narratives, migrant and 

DR. KHADIJAT
ADEDEJI-OLONA 

DR. KEHINDE
MARY BELLO

Dr. Kehinde Mary Bello is a doctoral graduate of Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife with
specialization in the field of International Economics, Monetary Economics, Agricultural
Economics and Development Economics, Sustainable Development and Gender. She is a  
lecturer at Kings University, Ode-Omu, Osun State, Nigeria. She is an Assistant Researcher
at the Centre for Human Development (CHD) and she has published in reputable
international journals. She can be reached at: kennybello2008@gmail.com

Dr. Jeri Smith-Cronin is an experienced business development manager and analyst with a
strong research background, including a PhD in Shakespeare Studies. He is passionate
about long-term strategic innovation, helping organizations to both understand and
exceed their business and research goals. Whether delivering end-to-end sales cycles,
writing and managing complex grant applications, securing strategic partnerships, or
running business analyses, he is at his best when turning arduous complex technical and
commercial information into clear, digestible, and impactful assessments for relevant
stakeholders, both internal and external. He can be reached at: jeri@avidnote.com DR. JERI 

SMITH-CRONIN

Dr. Ibukunolu Olodude, B.A. (Ife), M.A. (Ibadan) and PhD Linguistics (Ibadan), teaches
Sociolinguistics and Applied Linguistics in the Department of Linguistics and African
Languages, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. His research interests are the
intersections of language with religion, public health, migration, gender/sexuality and
identity. He is a member of the West African Linguistic Society (WALS) and the African
Association for the Study of Religions (AASR). He is a 2020 Fellow of the Ife Institute of
Advanced Studies (IIAS). He can be reached at: ibkolodude@oauife.edu.ng

DR. IBUKUNOLU
OLODUDE
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DR. MIRIAN NGOZI
ALIKE

Kolawole Aliyu is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology,
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. He is also a fellow of the Consortium for
Advanced Research Training in Africa (CARTA) and the Ife Institute of Advanced Studies.
His research interests focus on issues of family and urban sociology, digital sociology,
political sociology, and research methods. He is currently researching issues within the
subfields of family and urban sociology, with a niche in the informal sexual education of
adolescents among urban slum dwellers. He has attended both national and international
conferences, some of which include the 6th World Conference on Research Integrity (6th
WCRI), Hong Kong, 2019, and the Union for African Population Studies (UAPS), Entebbe,
Uganda, 2020. He also participated in the 2021 International Sociological Association Con-

Levi Ekwa Mokake is a researcher from The University of Bamenda, Cameroon. With a
background in Theoretical Linguistics and a Ph.D. in Applied Linguistcs, his research
interests include, but are not limited to language documentation and description,
phonology, phonetics, tonology, morphology, cultural studies and sociolinguistics. Some
of his publications include: Endangerment of Mòkpè: Evidence from the sound system,
Names and intergenerational identity in Mòkpè, and Communicative practices in bride
price negotiation in Mòkpè. With over four forthcoming publications, including Language
contact and linguistic stereotypes in Lamnso', He is devoted to conducting research that
promotes the Africans identity and the development of the African continent.. He can be
reached at: levimokake@gmail.com

Mirian Ngozi Alike, PhD, is a lecturer in the Philosophy Department at Nnamdi Azikiwe
University, Awka, Anambra State, Nigeria, and a 2023 Fellow of The Ife Institute of
Advanced Studies. She earned her Bachelor's, Master's, and Doctoral degrees from her alma
mater, Nnamdi Azikiwe University. Her areas of expertise include Metaphysics and African
Philosophy, with a special interest in Cultural Studies and Artificial Intelligence. Currently,
she is conducting research on Gender Issues, Sustainable Pre-Colonial Religious Beliefs,
and Racism against Africans. Dr. Alike has attended various local and international
conferences and is a member of several professional organizations, including the
Conversational School of Philosophy (CSP), Philosophical Association of Nigeria (PAN),
edu.ng. African Philosophy Society (APS), Igbo Studies Association (ISA-USA), and
Mapping Sentence Research Lab (USA). She can be reached at: mn.alike@unizik.edu.ng.
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ference, among others. He is adept in conducting literature reviews, including literature matrices, scoping
reviews, systematic reviews, and meta-synthesis. Additionally, he is an expert in data collection using a variety
of approaches as well as a certified data analyst using Nvivo, MAXQDA, and ATLAS.ti. Aliyu is currently a
postdoctoral guest researcher at Umea University in Sweden, sponsored by the Consortium for Advanced
Research Training in Africa (CARTA). He can be reached at: aliyukola@gmail.com 

Dr Modupe Oziofu Ala had her first degree in Sociology from University of Lagos. Her
second degree is in Peace and Conflict Studies. She had her PhD in Gender studies. Dr.
Modupe’s area of specialisation is Gender and Peacebuilding and her thesis is on the
management of marital conflict by Non- Governmental Organisations in Ibadan where the
'Federation of International Women Lawyers (FIDA) and the Women's Law Clinic,
University of Lagos were under-studied. She can be reached at: ebunala@yahoo.com

DR. MODUPE
OZIOFU ALA 

29IIAS 2025

mailto:aliyukola@gmail.com


PROFILE

Dr. Fred Nasubo is a 2021 fellow of the IFE Institute of Advanced Studies. He is currently a
Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the British Institute in Eastern Africa, Nairobi. Nasubo is
broadly interested in African Studies with particular interest in identity politics,
citizenship, nation branding and governance. He holds PhD in Governance and Regional
Integration from Pan African University, Institute of Governance, Humanities and Social
Sciences-Yaoundé Cameroon (2022, November); Masters of Arts in History (2017, June)
and BA in History & Economics (2013, May) from Egerton University-Kenya. Nasubo is also
fellow of the 4th CODESRIA/CASB S/S Laureate and Alumni of Young African Leadership
Initiative (YALI) Regional Leadership Centre, EA, Nairobi.  He can be reached at:
nasubof@gmail.com 

Nkatha Kabira is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Nairobi, School of Law, a
postdoctoral Fellow at the Ife Institute for Advanced Studies, Ile Ife, Nigeria and an Iso
Lomso Fellow at the Stellenbosch IAS, South Africa. She completed her doctoral degree at
Harvard Law School and has since been working towards converting her doctoral thesis
into a book titled, “The Law of Commissions: A Case Study of The Place of Commissions in
Law and Governance in Kenya.” Her current research is the continuation of work done over
a period of 10 years in the areas of law and development, constitution making and
implementation, legal and institutional reform, rule of law, regulation of the state and the
administration of justice. She has professional and research experience in several areas
ranging from law and language to democracy and governance and to gender and the law.
She can be reached at: nkabira@sjd.law.harvard.edu
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DR. FRED
NASUBO

DR. NKATHA
KABIRA

Dr. Opeyemi Olodude holds BSc, MSc, and PhD degrees in Demography and Social
Statistics from Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. Her research intersects the
fields of humanities, social sciences, and public health statistics and she is interested in
gender studies and development issues discourses. She is currently a researcher and
lecturer at the Department of Demography and Social Statistics, Osun State University,
Okuku campus, Nigeria. She is a 2023 Fellow of the Ife Institute of Advanced Studies
(IIAS). She can be reached at: opeyemiolodude@gmail.com

DR. OLODUDE
OPEYEMI

Dr. Olubanke Davies is a Consultant in Genitourinary and HIV Medicine at Epsom & St
Helier University Hospitals, UK. She completed her specialty training as an NIHR Academic
Clinical Fellow and has been actively involved in both large-scale research initiatives and
investigator-led studies. Dr. Davies has co-authored multiple publications in peer-
reviewed journals and has served as a reviewer for leading academic journals. Her expertise
spans clinical practice, medical research, academic mentorship, and clinical leadership.
She can be reached at Odavies@doctors.net.ukDr Olubanke Davies FRCP MSc is a
Consultant in Genitourinary and HIV Medicine at Epsom & St Helier University Hospitals
NHS Trust. She trained as an NIHR Academic Clinical Fellow and has contributed to large-
scale research and investigator-led studies. Dr Davies has co-authored peer-reviewed
publications 

DR. OLUBANKE
DAVIES

                and served as a reviewer for academic journals. Her expertise spans clinical care, research, and
mentorship, and she plays a key role in developing junior doctors and advancing sexual health education and
services. She can be reach at: Olubanke.davies@nhs.net
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Dr. Olusegun Stephen Titus is a an Associate Professor at the Department of Music,
Obafemi Awolowo University, Nigeria. He obtained a Master of Arts in Musicology from
University of Nigeria Nsukka, Enugu State, and a PhD degree in African Musicology from
the University of Ibadan, Nigeria. Olusegun is one of the leading scholars of
Ecomusicology/Environmental Musicology/Climatic Musicology in Africa. His research
focuses on music and environmental health- human and planetary trajectories, solid
waste, plastic waste, bush burning, climate change, flood disaster, food production, music
and soil communities, blue economies, and poisoning studies. Others include music and
peacebuilding, medical musicology, music and/in sustainable development goals. Music
and the history of built environment and infrastructure in urban spaces, landscape and
soundscape. He can be reached at: segungeneral@gmail.com 

Toyin holds a PhD in Epidemiology and Public Health from University of Basel,
Switzerland. Trained as a demographer and public health expert with over 8 years of
experience. She has been involved in several research projects funded by local and
international organizations, focusing on areas such as population health, adolescents, and
women's sexual and reproductive health. She has used her research and analytical skills to
transform sexual health risk factors into actionable knowledge for stakeholders. Her
interests lie in research that addresses the intersection of population health and gender
inequalities. She is currently a member of various international organizations such as
Mixed Methods International Organization, Ife Institute of Advance Studies (IIAS), Early
Career Program by IUSSP and others. She can be reached at: ikuteyijotoyin@gmail.com

DR. OLUWATOYIN
IKUTEYIJO

Morufu Omigbule is and Associate Professor and teaches literature courses at the
undergraduate and postgraduate levels at Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria.
His main area of research interest is folklore and African literature, although he has
published across other areas of literary studies. He is an African Humanities Program
Fellow, a Visiting Researcher at the University of Dar es Salam, Tanzania, and Makarere
University, Uganda. He is also part of the 2022 Ife Institute of Advanced Studies' cohort.
Dr. Omigbule belongs in many academic associations among which are Oral Traditions
Society, the African Literature Association, the African Studies Association of Africa, and
the Lagos Studies Association, among others. In addition, he serves as the coordinator of
the Ife Studies unit at the Ooni's Palace, Ile-Ife. He can be reached at:
omigbulem@oauife.edu.ng

DR. MORUFU
OMIGBULE

DR. OYEYEMI
BUKOLA BABALOLA

Dr. Oyeyemi Bukola Babalola is a Clinical psychologist and an Associate Professor at the
Department of Psychology at the Obafemi Awolowo University Ile-Ife, Osun State. Her
broad research interests include assessing and managing Psychological distress, and
attitudinal change with a focus on improving the quality of life and psychological well-
being of the. She has a list of relevant publications both in national and international
outlets. She can be reached at: yayeni@oauife.edu.ng 

DR. PAMELA
NWAKANMA

Dr. Pamela Nwakanma is an Assistant Professor at the UC Irvine School of Social Sciences.
She researches and teaches the political economy of gender and development in various
emerging economies, with particular emphasis on Africa and the African diaspora.
Nwakanma received her BA in international studies and economics with a secondary field
in linguistics from the UC San Diego in 2014. Nwakanma earned her Ph.D. in political
science at Harvard University and was previously a Leading Edge Fellow at the American
Council of Learned Societies. She also recently completed a postdoctoral fellowship at
Johns Hopkins University's Stavros Niarchos Foundation Agora Institute. She has won
various teaching and research awards and received an NSF Doctoral Dissertation Research
Improvement Grant though the American Political Science Association. She can be reached
at: pnwakanm@gmail.com
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Ruth Amwe earned her PhD in 2025 in the Religion and Society program at the Princeton
Theological Seminary, New Jersey, United States. She is broadly interested in the religious
and social lives of African women in pre-colonial, colonial, and post-colonial Africa, both
within the continent and its diaspora. Her research transverses across African religions,
feminist and womanist theories, World Christianity, African diasporic studies, sociology of
religion, and popular culture. Ruth is a Louisville Institute doctoral fellow and a steering
committee member of the African Religions Unit of the American Academy of Religion
(AAR). She serves on the editorial board of the Journal of Culture and African Women
Studies (JENDA) and is the North American Representative of the Sociology of Religion
Research Council of the International Sociological Association (ISA). Ruth is a 2021 Ife
Institute of Advanced Studies doctoral fellow. She can be reached at:
ruth.amwe@ptsem.edu

Samantha Lakin, PhD researches post-atrocity and post-genocie justice. She is an Analyst
for Public Diplomacy at the US department of state, and a course lecturer and senior Fellow
at the center for peace, democracy, and development (CPDD) at UMass, Boston. Dr. Lakin
holds a Ph.D in History fromClark University (USA), and an MA in LAw and Diplomacy
from the Fletcher School at Tufts University (USA). Samantha was an inaugural IIAS Fellow
in 2017. She can be reached at samantha.lakin1@umb.edu

Tolulope Osayomi is a Senior Lecturer at the Department of Geography, University of
Ibadan. His work focuses on what the geography of disease and health reveals about
African societies. He can be reached at: to.osayomi.ui.edu.ng

Dr. Olatunde Oyewole Ogunbiyi is an Associate Professor (Reader) in the Comparative
Religious Unit of the Department of Religions, University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria. His
research interests cover African Religion, Indigenous Churches and expressions of African
religious consciousness in Nollywood movies. Currently, his major concern is in the area of
the contributions of Africa to the study of World Religion from the theoretical perceptions
of Social Constructionism and Symbolic Interactionism. He is one of the grantees of Nagel
Institute of Calvin University and a fellow of the Ife Institute of Advanced Studies.

Dr. Chidiebere Victor Adim was a Visiting Fellow at the African Studies Centre Leiden
(ASCL). He lectures in the Department of Business Administration at the University of
Africa, Toru-Orua, Bayelsa State, Nigeria. He obtained a PhD in Business Policy from the
Rivers State University, Port Harcourt, Nigeria, focusing on dynamic capabilities and
corporate vitality of domestic airlines in Nigeria. He was a 2023 recipient of the Merian
Institute for Advanced Studies in Africa (MIASA) Travel Grant. He is also a Research Fellow
at the Institute for Research and Policy Integration in Africa (IRPIA). IRPIA is a pan-
African think tank serving as a hub for the fusion of evidence-based research with pressing
public policy issues, headquartered in Sierra Leone and housed at Northern Illinois
University in the United States. Furthermore, he is a Fellow of the Ife Institute of Advanced
Studies (IIAS). He can be reached at: adimcvictor@gmail.com
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Doctoral degree at UKZN, 2009; Educational Research Network for West and Central Africa (ERNWACA)
Research Grants Programme, 2011; and The NEPAD ASTII on Research and Innovation for Economic
development in Africa: The Role of STI Indicators Research Grants, 2012. He was a member of the Nigeria’s
National Policy on Science and Technology review team in 2010. He can be reached at:
olawale.olaopa@gmail.com 
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Olawale R. Olaopa, a Nigerian was formerly a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the
Department of Political Science and International Relations, North West University,
Mafikeng, South Africa. He earned a BSc in Politics, Philosophy and Economics (PPE) and
an MSc in Political Science from the Obafemi Awolowo University, Nigeria. He holds a
Doctoral degree in Public Policy from the University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN), South
Africa. His research fields include Public Policy, Research Methods, Gender Issues, Public
Administration & Finance, Indigenous Knowledge, Democratic Governance and
Sustainable Development. He has, to his credit, many academic distinctions, awards,
grants, fellowship and honours including Center for Research Documentation (CRD)
award, 2004; CODESRIA, 2005; UNFPA travel grants,  2007; Free tuition to study for

Wumi Asubiaro Dada is a feminist, a human rights lawyer who has worked in law and
public policy to design, manage and evaluate projects on women and gender equality for
non-governmental organizations, government agencies, and international development
agencies. Wumi earned her Ph.D. in Criminology and Sociolegal studies at the University of
Toronto in Canada. She makes significant personal and technical contributions to the
women’s movement in Nigeria through her work and activism. She sits on the boards of
BAOBAB For Women Human Rights, Gatefield Africa, and the Women Advocate Research
and Documentation Centre. Wumi is completing a Ph.D. in Criminology and Sociolegal
studies at the University of Toronto in Canada. She can be reached at:
wumi.asubiaro@gmail.com

DR. WUNMI
ASUBIARO

Adewale Onagbesan is an erudite scholar of History and Strategic Studies from the
University of Lagos, where he bagged his Bachelor’s and Master’s (Distinction) degrees. He
is a member of the Teachers Registration Council of Nigeria (TRCN) and the Nigerian
Institute of Management (Chartered). He is a published author and researcher, with his
work published by the Kennesaw State University, U.S.A. Adewale leads the Team at
ARISTOKRAT Consulting and GPS Lab Africa. He has consulted for reputable personalities
and organizations within the public and private sector spaces, such as; UNILAG IGNITE
Career Initiative, and many others. He is a Fellow of UNILEVER Nigeria PLC, GAYL, LEAP
Africa iLead, The Platform Nigeria, and KUWAZA Africa. He has a deep interest in good
governance and unwavering support for women in politics in Nigeria and Africa at large.

ADEWALE
ONAGBESAN

He worked as a Research Assistant with Professor David Aworawo, and co-authored Managing Nigeria’s
Complex Security Challenges through Focus on Human Security. He can be reached at: adewaleonas@gmail.com

Adedayo Adewole is a Lecturer in the Department of Geography, Olabisi Onabanjo
University, and a fellow of the African-German Network of Excellence in Science. With a
PhD in Geography and a Master’s degree in Remote Sensing and Geographic Information
System from Obafemi Awolowo University, she has received several awards for her
contributions to research and development. Adedayo is an active development advocate,
frequently engaging in community outreach initiatives and conferences. She spends her
free time, writing, volunteering and mentoring. She can be reached at:
adedayoadewole@ymail.com

ADEWOLE ADEDAYO
OREOLUWA 
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AFOLABI ABIOLA
AYOKOMI

Abiola is currently a fellow of Capacity Strengthening for Abortion Research in Nigeria
(CSARN) and a member of Partnership for Advancing Abortion Research and Reducing
Unsafe Abortion in Nigeria (PAARRUAN). She is actively engaged in a global network
dedicated to addressing issues of Gender-based violence in institutions of higher learning
in Sub-Saharan Africa where she strives to create a safer and more inclusive academic
environment. She is propelled to make impactful contributions at the nexus of social
justice, rural development, and Health. She is a PhD student in Agricultural Extension and
Rural Development and explores the intersectionality between Sexual and Reproductive
Health issues and rural populations. She can be reached at: oluwadamilola1605@gmail.com
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Amen holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in English & Literature (University of Benin);
Advanced Diploma in Early Childhood Education (University of Lagos); Master of Arts
degrees in English Language (University of Lagos); Master of Arts degree in African &
Diaspora Studies (University of Lagos). She is currently a doctoral student at the University
of Lagos, Lagos, Nigeria. She is a recipient of several certifications; Content Marketing,
University of California, Davis; EQUIP, John C. Maxwell Leadership Scheme, amongst
others. She is a 2024 IIAS Fellow. She can be reached at: amen.abusomwan@gmail.com

Bolaji Jegede is a doctoral student from the Department of Geography, University of
Ibadan, with an interest in medical geography, population, migration, and political
geography. He obtained his B.Sc and M.Sc degrees from the University of Ibadan. His
doctoral research is on Spatial Epidemiology of Substance Abuse Among Young Adults in
Lagos State, Nigeria. He has presented papers at both Nigerian and international
conferences. A paper co-authored by him entitled: REASSESSING GLOBAL GOVERNANCE:
THE IMPACT OF DONALD TRUMP'S POLICIES ON THE EVOLUTION OF THE NEW
WORLD ORDER will be presented at SISP 2025 International Conference, from September
4th to 6th, 2025, in Naples, Italy. He is a 2024 fellow of the prestigious Ife Institute of
Advanced Studies (IIAS). He can be reached at: fazlurfarah@gmail.com 

BOLAJI JEGEDE

AMENAGHAWON
IDAWU

Ayopo SOTADE is a doctoral student at the University of Ibadan with a research interest in
Natural Products and Medicinal Chemistry. I am passionate about harnessing the power of
science to drive sustainable solutions in public health. I believe in the transformative
impact of education and research. Eager to connect with like-minded professionals
dedicated to innovation and social change. She can be reached at: drayopo16@gmail.com

AYOPO ANUOLUWA
SOTADE

Gatama is currently a lecturer at Gombe State University and a PhD student at the Federal
University of Lafia, Nasarawa State Nigeria working on Academic Staff Training and
Performance in Universities in Nigeria. Gatama is an IIAS 2021 Fellow and which allowed
her to participate as Team Lead/Research Assistant in Northern Nigeria for IIAS/MCF
research on “Scoping Study on Labour Market Opportunities and Barriers for Tertiary
Students in Urban Centres in Five African Countries” and Committee Member pre-summer
workshop. Gatama has contributed to research by writing articles (publications) to her
credit. Her areas of interest include the sociology of organization, industrial sociology and
gender studies. She can be reached at: gatamasafiya2@gmail.comGATAMA SAFIYA

JOHNSON
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OGUNOYE DIMEJI 

Mary Idongesit Umossoh is a Nigerian music scholar and a PhD student in
Ethnomusicology at Lagos State University. She holds an MA in Music Education from the
University of Lagos. She is a Fellow of the Ile-Ife Institute of Advanced Studies (IIAS) and a
Global Arts in Medicine Fellow (GAIM). She received the IIAS Small Grant and a Two-week
study Grant in 2024. Her career vision emphasises using music and technology to inform
and support education in Africa and globally. She can be reached at:
idonma2012@gmail.com

Saheed Olasunkanmi Oduola is a doctoral candidate in the Department of Political Science,
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife. He is also an administrative officer of the Deputy
Provost’s Office, Federal College of Education (Special) Oyo, Oyo State. His research
interests include local governance, human security, development studies, and conflict and
peace studies. He has published papers at notable high impact factors journals. Oduola has
also received a M.Sc. degree from the Department of Local Government and Development
Studies, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Master and Postgraduate Diploma in the
Department of Public Administration, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, and a B.Sc.
Politics, Philosophy and Economics from Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife. He is a
memberof AuthorAID Journal Club, and a member of Elsevier Researcher Academy. He can
be reached at: oduolasaheed1978@gmail.com
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MARY IDONGESIT
UMOSSOH

OLAOLUWA
AYOKUNMI

Ayokunmi Olaoluwa Marvelous is a Nigerian musicologist, composer, educator, and
broadcaster whose work explores the intersections of African art music, media, and
cultural sustainability. He is currently in the final stage of his PhD in Music (Musicology) at
the University of Lagos. Ayokunmi is a lecturer in the Department of Music at the
University of Ibadan and serves as a Representative/Director of Studies for Triune Biblical
University’s Global Extension, USA. A Fellow of IFRA-Nigeria (2023), the Ife Institute of
Advanced Studies (2024), and the Global Arts in Medicine Fellowship (2024), his honors
include the United Nations Distinguished Leadership Award (2022). He can be reached at:
ayokunmiolaoluwa2016@gmail.com

Oladimeji Ogunoye has a background in Literature-in-English and focuses on how
literature connects with other research fields, with an interest in films, youth, identity,
media, sexual and reproductive health, ageing, trafficking, immunization, social
development, and migration. His work includes grant writing/management,
monitoring/evaluation, systems strengthening, and programme planning/implementation.
He is a fellow of the Ife Institute of Advanced Studies (2017), and was Programme Officer
from 2018 and 2022. He works with the Central Office of Research, Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. He can be reached at: ogunoyedimeji@gmail.com

ODUOLA
SAHEED

Miriam Njoroge is an experienced Junior Analyst with a demonstrated history of working in
the information technology and services industry. She is skilled in R, Agribusiness,
Actuarial Science, Data Analytics, and Finance. She is a strong business development
professional with a Bachelor's degree focused in Actuarial Science from Kisii university.
She can be reached at: njoroge.miriam@hotmail.com

MIRIAM NJOROGE
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Olusegun Elemo is the Founder and Executive Director at the Paradigm Leadership Support
Initiative (PLSI). He is a public finance and policy expert who holds a B.Sc(Ed) in
Accounting from Ekiti State University, a master’s degree in research and public policy and
a Doctoral researcher of public policy at the University of Ibadan. Olusegun holds a
certificate in Public Policy Analysis from the London School of Economics and Political
Science (LSE) as well as Executive Certificate from the Blavatnik School of Government,
University of Oxford.

Tulani Francis L. Matenga is a PhD candidate at the University of Zambia, School of Public
Health. He has a background in Development Studies and a Master of Public Health in
Health Promotion. Tulani’s commitment to public health is reflected in his various roles,
including training healthcare providers and coordinating initiatives aimed at improving
health outcomes for vulnerable populations. His research interests include community-
based health promotion, HIV prevention strategies, ethical practices in international
health research collaborations, and decolonisation of global health. Tulani also serves as a
lecturer and researcher in the department of Health Promotion and is the implementation
lead for the Piloting Integration, Knowledge, and Acceptability of Baby Ultrasounds
(PIKABU) study implemented by UNC Global Projects Zambia. He can be reached at:
matengatulani@yahoo.com

TULANI FRANCIS
MATENGA

Sunday Oluwaseun Ukaewen is a PhD student in Music Theory at Harvard University,
Department of Music. He was a 2022 Fellow of the Ife Institute of Advanced Studies and is
currently a 2024-2025 Elinor Ostrom Fellow at Mercatus Center, George Mason University,
US. He can be reached at: perfectdexterity@gmail.com

SEUN UKEAWAN

Onyinyechi Gift Ossai is a recent PhD graduate in Urban Geography from the University of
Nigeria, Nsukka. Her research focuses on urban sustainability, health, and inclusive urban
futures, with particular attention to gender, housing, quality of life, and climate resilience
in African cities. Her PhD thesis is titled “A holistic index-based framework for assessing
housing conditions and quality of life: application to Enugu urban, Nigeria.” She can be
reached at: onyinyechi.ossai@unn.edu.ng

OSSAI
ONYINYECHI GIFT

Mr. Oluwole Akinyosoye is a seasoned professional with expertise in petroleum regulation
and management consulting. He served as Deputy Director at DPR and was Zonal
Operations Controller for Lagos and surrounding states. A former GM at NCDMB, he also
writes insightful social commentary on race, politics, and history. His published works
span Nigerian heritage and global issues. Currently, he consults in oil and gas regulation
and a faculty member at GSCL Ltd., Abuja. He can be reached at
akinyosoyeoluwole@yahoo.co.uk.

OLUWOLE
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OGUNGBIRE
JANET

OLUWATOBILOBA
SHADARE

Oluwatobiloba Shadare has a background in Demography and Social Statistics from
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria, with extensive research experience in sexual
and reproductive health rights; sexual and gender-based violence; family planning;
unintended pregnancy; and unsafe abortion; migration; irregular migration; and human
trafficking. His research interests include global health and population dynamics in Nigeria
and Sub-Saharan Africa. Oluwatobiloba has been involved in numerous national and
international interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary research projects and is deeply
committed to advancing the health outcomes of marginalized populations. He can be
reached at: theshadaretobi@gmail.com 

Janet Ogungbire is a sociologist with keen interest in research, knowledge production and
dissemination for the benefit of mankind. Having obtained her first degree in the
Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Obafemi Awolowo University(OAU), she
proceeded up the scholarship ladder with fieldwork experience in various areas such as
agriculture, health and family. Janet is skilled in the use of MAXQDA and Atlas.ti for
qualitative data analysis. She is currently working as an office assistant with IIAS. She can
be reached at boluwatifejanet.ojb@gmail.com 

I I A S  P R O G R A M  A S S I S T A N T

I I A S  O F F I C E  A S S I S T A N T

37IIAS 2025

mailto:theshadaretobi@gmail.com
mailto:boluwatifejanet.ojb@gmail.com


M Y  N O T E S

38 IIAS 2025

9TH ANNUAL
SUMMER INSTITUTE IIA

S 
20

25



M Y  N O T E S

39IIAS 2025

9TH ANNUAL
SUMMER INSTITUTE IIA

S 
20

25




